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Sally Potter

Naked Cinema: Working with Actors

10am / Corpus Christi College / £11
One of Britain’s leading filmmakers, Sally Potter, offers
an insight into getting the best out of people, based on
her experiences of working with leading actors such as
Jude Law and Dame Judi Dench. Potter is the award-
winning writer/director of The Goldiggers, Orlando, The
Tango Lesson, The Man Who Cried, Yes, Rage, and Ginger
and Rosa. She is renowned for her rapport with actors
and for the brilliant performances she is able to extract
from them.

Here she demonstrates how to work positively with
people and extract the best from them. She will use
examples from her work with the likes of Dench, Law,
Tilda Swinton and Johnny Depp to show how actors
and directors work together to drive the energy and
creativity that go into making a great film, and how
that can be used in other walks of life.

Sally Potter

James Campbell

e Library: Great Buildings 
of the World

10am / Bodleian: Divinity School / £11
Architectural and art historian James Campbell
travelled to 21 countries with photographer Will Pryce
to document 82 great library buildings. Campbell tells
the story of the library from the invention of writing in
ancient Mesopotamia to modern China, where libraries
are still being constructed today. The selection of
libraries, each illustrated by Pryce’s images, shows how
the acquisition of books led collectors and the wealthy
and powerful to commission magnificent buildings
that would showcase their learning and culture.
Campbell says it is evident that libraries must change
but he argues they have always developed and will
continue to do so to meet the different needs of today.

Campbell is fellow in architecture and history of art,
Queens’ College, Cambridge, and also author with
Pryce of Building St Paul’s and Brick: A World History.

James Campbell

Bodleian Libraries
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  OX F O R D

Festival Cultural Partner
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robert Twigger and Toby Wilkinson.
Chaired by david Freeman
e Nile: From Ancient Civilizations
to the Arab Spring

10am / Christ Church: Blue Boar / £11

A poet and adventurer and a
leading Egyptologist discuss
the past and present of the
fabled River Nile, a source of
religion, life, stories, the script
we use for writing, and the
languages we speak.

Robert Twigger led the first
expedition to cross the
Egyptian Sahara on foot, and
in Red Nile: A Biography of the
World’s Greatest River, he turns
his attention to the river that gives life to a large
swathe of Egypt. Twigger, winner of the Newdigate
Prize for poetry and the Somerset Maugham Award for
Literature, tells the story of the river from ancient
times to the Arab Spring, recounting the most
colourful stories in its history.

Dr Toby Wilkinson is one of the leading
Egyptologists of his generation and
winner of the Hessel-Tiltman Prize for
The Rise and Fall of Ancient Egypt. In The
Nile: A Journey Downriver Through Egypt’s
Past and Present, he tells how the Nile
continually brought life to an ancient civilization and
how it sustained its successors. It is a story of ancient
gods, pharaohs, emperors, adventurers, archaeologists
and historians, whose fates were all entwined with the
river.

Matthew Kneale

An Atheist’s history of Belief

10am / Christ Church: Festival Room 2 / £11
Award-winning novelist and non-believer Matthew
Kneale argues that religion is not simply an expression
of unreason but the greatest creation of the human
imagination. He looks to history rather than science to
disprove religion, arguing that religions are far less
original than they claim to be and that most are a
hotchpotch of ideas stolen from other beliefs.
Religions, he says, evolved over time in response to
believers’ needs and, once you understand that, you
can never see them as truth again.

Kneale is author of several novels including English
Passengers, winner of the Whitbread Award and
shortlisted for the Booker.

Matthew Kneale

Box Office 0870 343 1001 • www.oxfordliteraryfestival.org
Photo: Liana M

iuccio

Robert Twigger

Toby Wilkinson

Supported by 

Eileen and Munir Majid
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Nick Barlay

Scattered Ghosts: One Family’s
Survival rough War, holocaust and
revolution

10am / Christ Church: Festival Room 1 / £11
Acclaimed novelist and journalist Nick Barlay tells the
story of 200 years of Hungarian history through the
eyes of his own large family. Barlay was born to
Hungarian-Jewish refugee parents and has used family
possessions, memories and extensive investigation and
travel to research his family’s experiences of
revolutions, the Austro-Hungarian empire, totalitarian
regimes, two world wars and of contemporary Britain.

Barlay is the author of four novels, including Curvy
Lovebox and Hooky Gear, award-winning radio plays,
and his journalism has appeared in many publications,
including The Times and Time Out.

Nick Barlay

Christopher Lloyd

What on Earth? 
Science & Engineering

11am / Blackwell’s Marquee / Free
See Thursday at 11am for further details

Christ Church Cathedral
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richard Overy

e Bombing War: 
Europe 1939-1945

12 noon / Corpus Christi College / £11
Historian Professor Richard Overy tells the full story of
the bombing campaigns that dominated the war in
Europe and the terrible, military, technological and
ethical issues that drove all sides into an abyss. Overy
gives the first full account of bombing campaigns that
affected Europe. He shows how the more bombing
failed to deliver a knockout blow, the greater the effort
that went into bombing cities and civilian populations,
eroding the ethical and moral constraints that had
once operated for British, American and German forces. 

Overy is professor of history at the University of
Exeter and author of a series of books on World War II
and wider European disasters, including The Dictators:
Hitler’s Germany, Stalin’s Russia, winner of the
prestigious Wolfson Prize and of the Hessell-Tiltman
Prize.

Sponsored by

Richard Overy

Students of Oxford Academy and 
of Oxford Brookes MA Creative
Writing Course 
Our Words

11am / Christ Church: Hall / £7

Oxford Brookes
University, the Oxford
Academy in Littlemore,
Oxford, and the FT
Weekend Oxford Literary
Festival are running a
joint project with year 7
and 8 Academy pupils,
coached by three Oxford
Brookes MA Creative
Writing students: Mary
Chesshyre, Beth
Grimsdale, and Morgan
Feldman. The Brookes
students have been
voluntarily visiting a
group of the Academy
children every week since January, to work
collaboratively on a writing project. The project comes
to an exciting end in two ways: the reading and launch
at the festival of a full publication of their writing. This
project is in its third year. Of this event in 2013,
Jeremy Smith of the Oxford Mail wrote: ‘Both the
quality of their writing and the assuredness of their
performances made me fear for my job.’ 

Presented by 
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12 noon / Sheldonian Theatre / £15-£50
In an hour of gentle wisdom and good cheer, one of
the world’s most prolific and popular authors
Alexander McCall Smith explains his long-held
fascination with the poet W H Auden, introduces his
new stand-alone novel, The Forever Girl, and explores
the recent activities of Precious Ramotswe in
Botswana and Bertie in Edinburgh. In his book, What
W H Auden Can Do For You, a tribute to Auden, he
reveals how his life has related to and been inspired
by Auden’s poems since he first encountered them in
the 1970s.

McCall Smith is best known for his bestselling books
in The No 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency series, Isabel
Dalhousie series, the Portuguese Irregular Verbs
series, and the 44 Scotland Street series. At this
event, he will talk about his new novel, a story of
unrequited love travelling the globe from the
Caribbean, through Scotland, to Australia and finally
Singapore. He will explore what Auden has done for
him and give us a sneaky peak at the next book in
The No 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency series, The
Handsome Man’s Deluxe Café and the latest in the
Scotland Street series, Bertie’s Guide to Life and
Mothers.

McCall Smith has had a varied career. He was a
professor of medical law before publication of the
highly successful No 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency
series, which has sold more than 20 million copies.
His work has been translated into 40 languages and
appeared in bestseller lists across the world. He has
also written more than 30 books for children and
was awarded a CBE for services to literature.

Alexander McCall Smith 

What W h Auden Can do For you

Alexander McCall Smith 

Photo: Eddie G
allacher



175

FR
ID
A
Y
M
A
R
C
H
 2
0
1
4

28Box Office 0870 343 1001 • www.oxfordliteraryfestival.org

Simon Walker

To Bless the Space Between Us

12 noon / Bodleian, Divinity School / £11
Simon P Walker explores Benedictus, the last work by
late Irish poet, author and priest John O’Donohue, with
readings by Tracey Shotliff and Milly Sinclair. Prior to
his unexpected death in 2008, O’Donohue published
Benedictus, A Book of Blessings. The remarkable poetic
invocations in this book offer a ‘shelter’ for those
crossing thresholds in their lives, reawakening an older
form of speaking lost from our modern world. This is
an opportunity to sit under some of O’Donohue’s
haunting benedictions, and to hear Walker explore the
art of blessing as a way to accompany those
negotiating the boundaries of life.

Walker is an author, thinker and speaker. He returns to
Oxford three years after launching his most recent
book, The Undefended Life, at the 2011 festival. 

He has written extensively about the decline of social
mobility in Britain. Walker taught at Oxford University
from 2003-9 and has lectured internationally from
Africa to India, America and Europe. 

Simon Walker

Kamila Shamsie

A God in Every Stone

12 noon / Christ Church: Blue Boar / £11
Kamila Shamsie has been
chosen by Granta as one
of the Best of Young British
Writers of 2013. Here she
talks about her new novel,
A God in Every Stone, a
powerful story of
friendship, injustice, love
and betrayal. In 1914, a
young Englishwoman,
Vivian Rose Spencer, is
living in an ancient land
and discovering the call of
adventure and ecstasy of
love. Thousands of miles away 20-year-old Pathan,
Qayyum Gul, is serving in the British Indian Army. A
year later, Gul returns home after losing an eye at
Ypres and Vivian is following the trail of her beloved.
They meet on a train to Peshawar, unaware that a
connection is about to be forged that will dramatically
bring them together again 15 years later.

Shamsie is the author of five novels including Burnt
Shadows, which was shortlisted for the Orange prize
and translated into 20 languages. She has received
three awards from Pakistan’s Academy of Letters and is
a fellow of the Royal Society of Literature.

Kamila Shamsie

Bodleian Libraries
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  OX F O R D

Festival Cultural Partner
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Alex Monroe

Two Turtle doves: 
A Memoir of Making ings

12 noon / Christ Church: Festival Room 2 / £11
World-famous jewellery designer Alex Monroe reveals
how he grew from being a small, curious boy in the
Suffolk coutryside to the owner of one of the most
successful and iconic jewellery brands. Monroe grew up
in the 1970s in a giant, crumbling house without
visible parental influence but with sisters and brothers
to love him and look out for him. Creativity became a
compulsion for him, whether he was designing go-
carts, crossbows, guns, boats, bikes or scooters. In Two
Turtle Doves, he traces how an idea is transformed
from a fleeting thought into an exquisite piece of
jewellery.

Monroe trained at Sir John Cass School of Art in
Whitechapel. He set up his business, Alex Monroe
Jewellery, in London in 1986. His work is strongly
inspired by nature and British eccentricity.

Alex Monroe

ian Goldin, robyn Norton 
and Sarah harper
is the Planet Full?

12 noon / Oxford Martin School: 
Lecture Theatre / £11
Can our planet continue to support a growing
population estimated to reach 10 billion people by the
middle of the century? Are there unexplored benefits
in increasing numbers of people in the world? And how
can we harness the benefits of a healthier, wealthier
and longer-living population?

Professor Ian Goldin, director of the Oxford Martin
School, Professor Robyn Norton, co-director of The
George Institute for Global Health at the Oxford
Martin School, Professor Sarah Harper, director, Oxford
Institute of Population Ageing at the Oxford Martin
School and professor of gerontology at the University
of Oxford, and Dr Toby Ord, a James Martin fellow at
the Oxford Martin Programme on the Impacts of
Future Technology, introduce a series of essays by
leading academics on the planet and population. The
collection has been edited by Goldin and includes
contributions from him, Norton, Harper, Ord and
fellow academics from the Universities of Oxford and
Sydney and from the Club of Rome.

Goldin is professor of globalisation and development at
the University of Oxford. He is a former vice-president
of the World Bank and advisor to President Nelson
Mandela. His books include Divided Nations,
Globalisation for Development, and Exceptional People.
He also gives the festival’s Princeton Lecture on The
Butterfly Defect.

In association with

Ian Goldin

Festival Ideas Partner
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Peter higgins

Numbers: A Very Short introduction

1.15pm / Blackwell’s Marquee / Free 
Welcome to a Very Short Introduction soapbox. A short
talk lasting 15 minutes from an expert in the field. The
talk is free and takes place in the Blackwell Marquee,
next to the Sheldonian Theatre.

Professor Peter Higgins of the University of Essex takes
an accessible and non-technical look at the rich variety
of numbers including primes, imaginary and complex
numbers, to infinity and beyond, and explains how
they behave. He demonstrates how numbers are used
in modern practical applications such as the encryption
of confidential data.

Sponsored by 

Peter Higgins

Count Arthur Strong talks to 
Paul Blezard
rough it All i’ve Always Laughed

2pm / Corpus Christi College / £11
Radio and television
comedy star Count
Arthur Strong talks
to broadcaster and
writer Paul Blezard
about his hilarious
autobiography,
Through It All I’ve
Always Laughed.
Count Arthur is a
showbusiness
legend, after-dinner
speaker and leading
authority on Ancient
Egypt, where he did
his national service.
The Count will read
from his autobiography and take questions from the
audience. Confusion and laughter is guaranteed.

Count Arthur, aka Steve Delaney, is the star of Count
Arthur’s Radio Show, which opened on Radio 4 to huge
critical acclaim in 2005. The sitcom follows a confused
and muddled day in the life of one-time variety star
Count Arthur Strong, who has delusions of grandeur,
selective memory loss and a tendency to use
malapropisms. It won the 2009 Sony Award for Best
Radio Comedy. Its success led to the television version,
aired on BBC 2 in summer 2013. A second television
series has been commissioned for BBC2 in late 2015.

Count Arthur Strong 
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Linda Blair

e Key to Calm: Five Steps to
Mindfulness – And Beyond

2pm / Bodleian: Divinity School / £11
Psychologist Linda Blair shares her five-step plan for
finding balance, purpose and tranquillity in everyday
life. She uses her 30 years’ experience as a clinical
psychologist to approach such questions as: What is
the best way to start the day? How much sleep do you
need? Does what you eat affect your mood? Are you
using your abilities to best advantage? Is your social
life as fulfilling as it could be? 

Blair is an associate fellow of the British Psychological
Society and a chartered scientist. She writes regularly
for national newspapers and often appears on
television and radio. Her last book, Birth Order, on how
your position in the family affects your personality,
was highly acclaimed.

Linda Blair

2pm / Sheldonian Theatre / £11-£25 
One of Britain’s best-known novelists and the
country’s leading broadcaster on the arts, Lord
Melvyn Bragg, talks about his latest novel, Grace and
Mary. The novel follows one man’s re-creation of a
forgotten family history following visits to his ageing
mother, Mary, in her nursing home and his attempts
to rekindle her fading memories of the past. He finds
himself delving into the secrets of Mary’s fractured
childhood and the sorrows of her spirited mother,
Grace.

Bragg has written many novels and works of non-
fiction including Without a City Wall, winner of the
John Llewellyn Rhys Prize, and The Soldier’s Return,
winner of the W H Smith Literary Award. Three other
novels were longlisted for the Booker prize. He is
particularly known for his work as editor and
presenter for more than 20 years of the ITV arts
programme, The South Bank Show, and won an
academy fellowship at the Bafta Television Awards in
2010. 

Melvyn Bragg 

Grace and Mary

Bodleian Libraries
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  OX F O R D

Festival Cultural Partner
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Mrs Moneypenny with 
heather McGregor
Mrs Moneypenny’s Careers Advice for
Ambitious Women

2pm / Christ Church: Hall / £11
Mrs Moneypenny is a former investment banker who
has been entertaining readers of the Financial Times
with her weekly column about her business, three
children and sport-obsessed husband for 14 years.
Here, the high-flying, super-connected, super-woman is
on a mission to get you ahead at work, with advice
from nurturing your network to the art of outsourcing.

Mrs Moneypenny is author of several books including
Mrs Moneypenny: Survival in the City and Mrs
Moneypenny: Email from Tokyo. She has presented the
Channel 4 series Superscrimpers and appeared at the
Edinburgh Fringe. Heather McGregor is a leading
London headhunter. She owns and runs Taylor 
Bennett and chairs the educational charity, Career
Academies UK.

Sponsored by

Heather McGregor

W O M E N  I N  S O C I E T Y

Simon Jenkins

England’s 100 Best Views

2pm / Christ Church: Blue Boar / £11
One of Britain’s best-known journalists and chairman
of the National Trust Simon Jenkins picks some of his
favourite views, telling the stories behind them and
explaining how they have inspired artists and writers.
Jenkins ranges from iconic views such as the White
Cliffs of Dover and Hadrian’s Wall to less well known
ones. And he questions what makes a landscape
beautiful and looks at what humans do to enhance or
ruin a landscape. His intention, he says, is not only to
examine a landscape but also our emotions in
responding to it.

Jenkins is former editor of The Times and Evening
Standard and now a columnist on the Guardian. He has
written several bestselling books including A Short
History of England, England’s Thousand Best Churches
and England’s Thousand Best Houses.

Simon Jenkins
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John Gordon-reid

What on Earth? 
Shakespeare

2pm / Blackwell’s Marquee / Free
See Thursday at 11am for further details
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Tilly Culme-Seymour

island Summers: Memoirs of a
Norwegian Childhood

2pm / Christ Church: Festival Room 1 / £11
Food and travel writer Tilly Culme-Seymour recounts
the summers spent on a Norwegian island bought by
her grandmother, Mor-Mor, in 1947. Family legend says
that Mor-Mor bought Småhølmene in exchange for a
mink coat. Every summer, she would take her young
family away from their home in the English
countryside to roam the island. She would scandalise
locals by wandering naked, while the children spent
days stealing gull eggs, rowing on the lagoon and
foraging for wild raspberries. Thirty-five years later,
Culme-Seymour experienced the same childhood
rituals on the island with her own mother.

Tilly Culme-Seymour

Averil Cameron 

Byzantine Matters

2pm / Christ Church: Festival Room 2 / £11
Historian Professor Averil Cameron says there are many
misconceptions about Byzantium and argues that it is
important to integrate the civilization into wider
histories. She explains why Byzantium should be
central to debates about the relationships between
West and East, Christianity and Islam, Catholicism and
Eastern Orthodoxy and the ancient and medieval
periods. Prejudices, says Cameron, still deform both
popular and scholarly understanding of the Byzantine
civilization.

Cameron is professor emeritus of late antique and
Byzantine history at the University of Oxford and
former warden of Keble College, Oxford. Her books
include The Mediterranean World in Late Antiquity, The
Byzantines, and The Later Roman Empire.

Averil Cameron 
Photo: Lucy D

ickens Oxford Centre for islamic Studies 
New Building Tours

2pm / 2.30pm / 3pm / Oxford Centre for Islamic
Studies / Free
Tours, lasting 30 minutes, take place daily between
Tuesday, March 25, and Saturday, March 29, at 2pm,
2.30pm and 3pm, at the Oxford Centre for Islamic
Studies, Marston Road, Oxford. See Tuesday page 87
for full details.

Note: Tickets are free but must be booked either
online or through the festival box office.

Presented by the Oxford Centre for Islamic Studies.
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Emma Bridgewater

Toast and Marmalade 
and Other Stories

4pm / Corpus Christi College / £11

Emma Bridgewater’s distinctive kitchen pottery
features on dresser shelves across the country. The
homely and welcoming designs include sweet peas and
figs and the bold calligraphy of toast and marmalade.
Here she talks about her life and designs and some of
the stories that have provided the inspiration for her
hand-decorated pottery.

Bridgewater founded her pottery business in Stoke-on-
Trent, the home of British pottery manufacture, in
1985 and has been designing its wares ever since. 

Emma Bridgewater

Brian Sewell

Sleeping with dogs: 
A Peripheral Autobiography

4pm / Bodleian: Divinity School / £11 
Britain’s most famous
and controversial art
critic Brian Sewell is
also a passionate dog
lover. He tells the
story of 17 dogs he
has known over 80
years of life, many of
which were rescued,
including from the
railings of Kensington
Garden, the wilds of
Turkey and from
animal homes. They
range from a Jack
Russell to an Alsatian,
half-boxer, half-pointer and a whippet with a noble
pedigree. All of them were companions who shared
Sewell’s bed and rewarded him with loyalty and
affection.

Sewell has been art critic of the London Evening
Standard since 1984. He is widely known for his
outspoken views on conceptual art and the Turner
Prize. He studied history of art at the Courtauld
Institute under the tutelage of Anthony Blunt, worked
at Christie’s as an expert in Old Masters, and has been
a consultant to museums and galleries. His television
work includes The Naked Pilgrim on a pilgrimage to
Santiago, and Dirty Dali: A Private View.

Brian Sewell

Bodleian Libraries
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  OX F O R D

Festival Cultural Partner
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Margaret drabble

e Life and Works of Jules Verne

4pm / Christ Church: Hall / £11
Novelist and critic Dame Margaret Drabble discusses
the life and works of Jules Verne. Known primarily as a
master of science fiction writing, Verne is a figure
whose reach goes beyond the boundaries of genre. A
hugely influential writer concerned with the outermost
peripheries of scientific possibility, Verne was ‘a darling
of the French avant-garde’, and his thrilling narratives
continue to resonate with generations of readers and
writers.

Drabble is the author of The Pure Gold Baby, and she
has recently introduced The Folio Society’s edition of
Twenty Thousand Leagues under the Sea. She has
published 17 novels and is a winner of the John
Llewellyn Rhys Memorial Prize, the James Tait Black
Memorial Prize and the Golden PEN Award. Her critical
works include studies of William Wordsworth and
Thomas Hardy.

Presented by

Photo: Ruth C
orney

Jacek hugo-Bader
talks to Susan hitch
Kolyma diaries: A Journey into
russia’s haunted hinterland

4pm / Christ Church: Festival Room 2 / £11
Polish journalist Jacek Hugo-Bader recounts his journey
through one of the remotest and baddest parts of
Russia. Hugo-Bader travelled the 2,000km Kolyma
highway hearing the tales of those who live in the
region and being plied with vodka. The stories are of
the descendants of prisoners eking out a living, of
miners digging for gold and finding mass burials, of
conmen and corrupt politicians, and of sportsmen who
have run away to Russia’s remotest region to escape
their troubles.

Hugo-Bader is a journalist for the leading Polish daily,
Gazeta Wyborcz, and author of the acclaimed White
Fever: A Journey to the Frozen Heart of Siberia.

Hugo-Bader talks to former presenter of BBC Radio
Night Waves Susan Hitch.

Supported by English Pen

Jacek Hugo-Bader

Photo: Lidia Sokal
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Essie Fox and Wendy Wallace 
Chaired by Lucy Atkins
e English and the Exotic

4pm / Christ Church: Festival Room 1 / £11
Historical novelists Essie Fox and Wendy Wallace
explore the themes of travel,
freedom, spirituality and
exoticism in the mid-
Victorian era. They talk about
the inspirations for their
novels and the real-life tales
woven into their fictional
worlds, such as of the Rosetta
Stone, of Egyptian and Hindu
deities, of glamorous, deposed
maharajahs and of diamonds
said to be cursed. 

The latest novels of Fox and
Wallace take the reader to
exotic eastern realms where
the discovery of new cultures
can lead to a new physical
and spiritual freedom or a
crisis of belief. Fox’s The
Goddess and the Thief
examines the Victorian obsession
with the occult and spiritualism,
and the fascination with Britain’s troubled relationship
with the Raj. Wallace’s The Sacred River follows three
very different women who leave London for an Egypt
in the grip of an earlier Arab spring. What they find will
profoundly affect them all.

Chaired by Lucy Atkins, author of The Missing One.
Atkins appears with India Knight on March 29 to
discuss ‘domestic chillers’.

Essie Fox 

Wendy Wallace 

donna dickenson

Me Medicine vs We Medicine

4pm / Oxford Martin School: 
Seminar Room / £11
Award-winning expert on health ethics Professor
Donna Dickenson questions the rise of ‘me medicine’
or personalised healthcare. Me medicine, she argues, is
radically transforming ‘we medicine’ or the one-size-
fits-all model of healthcare such as vaccination.
Technologies such as direct-to-consumer genetic
testing claim to cater to a person’s individual biological
character. Some of these new personalised health
technologies have shown powerful potential, says
Dickenson, but others have produced little or negative
effects. And she questions why me medicine is edging
out we medicine and whether our commitment to
collective health could suffer as a result.

Dickenson is professor emerita of medical ethics at the
University of London and research associate at the
Centre for Health, Law, and Emerging Technologies at
the University of Oxford. She is author of Body
Shopping: Converting Body Parts to Profit, and is the
first and only woman to win the International Spinoza
Lens award for her contribution to public debate on
ethics.

Sponsored by

Donna Dickenson

Festival Ideas Partner

John Gordon-reid

What on Earth? 
Science and Engineering

4pm / Blackwell’s Marquee / Free
See Thursday at 11am for further details
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6pm / Sheldonian Theatre / £11-£25
This is a unique opportunity to view a film
of the inspirational lecture that Nelson
Mandela, as President of South Africa,
delivered at the invitation of the Oxford
Centre for Islamic Studies during his first
visit to Oxford in 1997.

He took as his challenging title, Renewal and
Renaissance: Towards a New World Order. In
it, he touches on Islam in South Africa and
reflects on the role of religion on the African
continent. 

The film will be preceded by a discussion
about Nelson Mandela, his life and
achievements, between Ahmed Kathrada, a
senior African National Congress activist and politician, who was imprisoned alongside
Mandela for more than 20 years, and journalist and writer on Africa Alec Russell, who
met Mandela many times when he was a correspondent in Africa.

Kathrada became a political activist at the age of 12 and was first jailed at the age of
17 for civil disobedience. In 1964 he was sentenced to life imprisonment alongside
Nelson Mandela and other defendants in the infamous Rivonia Trial. After his release
he was elected an ANC member of parliament and worked as a political adviser to
Mandela. Russell is news editor of the FT and author of After Mandela: The Battle for
the Soul of South Africa and Big Men Little People: The Leaders Who Defined Africa.

This event is presented by the Oxford Centre for Islamic Studies and will be chaired
by its director, Dr Farhan Nizami.

Mandela in Oxford

Ahmed Kathrada and Alec russell. Chaired by Farhan Nizami

Ahmed Kathrada

Presented by Alec Russell Farhan Nizami



185

FR
ID
A
Y
M
A
R
C
H
 2
0
1
4

28Box Office 0870 343 1001 • www.oxfordliteraryfestival.org

Joanne harris talks to 
Paul Blezard
e Gospel of Loki 

5pm / Christ Church: Blue Boar / £11
The bestselling author of Chocolat Joanne Harris talks
to author and broadcaster Paul Blezard about her new
adult fantasy novel on the rise and fall of the Norse
gods, The Gospel of Loki. The novel tells the story of
the Norse gods from the point of view of the trickster
god, Loki, tracing his recruitment from the underworld
of Chaos and his exploits on behalf of his master, Odin.
The novel is inspired by Harris’s lifelong passion for
Norse myths.

Harris is author of many bestselling novels including
Chocolat, which was made into an Oscar-nominated
film starring Johnny Depp and Juliette Binoche.
Chocolat is part of a food trilogy of novels that also
includes Peaches for Monsieur le Curé and The Lollipop
Shoes. The Runemarks series of novels imagines a world
in which our civilization was shaped by Viking invaders
rather than the Romans. Harris’s books have been
published in more than 40 countries and have won a
number of British and international awards.

Sponsored by

  

Joanne Harris 

Kimberley reynolds

Children’s Literature: 
A Very Short introduction

5.15pm / Blackwell’s Marquee / Free 
Welcome to a Very Short Introduction soapbox. A short
talk lasting 15 minutes from an expert in the field. The
talk is free and takes place in the Blackwell Marquee,
next to the Sheldonian Theatre.

Professor of children’s literature Kimberley Reynolds
considers how children’s literature has helped to shape
and direct ideas about culture, society and childhood.
She provides an overview of the history of children’s
literature from Beatrix Potter and Roald Dahl to Winnie
the Pooh, Alice in Wonderland and Harry Potter, and
asks what the future holds. Reynolds is professor of
children’s literature in the School of English Literature,
Language and Linguistics at Newcastle University.

Sponsored by 

Kimberley Reynolds
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Jazz Summers and Joe Stretch 
talk to david Freeman
Big Life: A Search for Music 
and Balance

6pm / Corpus Christi College / £11
One of the music industry’s most successful managers
Jazz Summers and the collaborator on his
autobiography, novelist Joe Stretch, talk to broadcaster
David Freeman about chronicling his extraordinary and
colourful life and the story of the major bands he has
managed, The event is accompanied by some of the
music that has played a big part in Summers’ life.
Summers was a soldier who became a musician and
then a successful manager, including of Wham, The
Verve and Snow Patrol. Boy George describes him as
‘totally rock n roll, but a bit jazz’. 

His life is told for the first time in Big Life, a biography
that he worked on with novelist Stretch. Life has taken
Summers from 1960s Boogie Street to the 1970s folk
clubs of New York and the cocaine-fuelled boardrooms
of 1980s Los Angeles. He married Yazz, and his artists
have sold more than 60 million albums and had more
than 100 top-40 hits. He continues to be a major
figure in the music industry today, managing La Roux,
Badly Drawn Boy and Richard Ashcroft. 

Stretch is the author of three novels, including his
latest, The Adult.

Jazz Summers

MUSIC AND WORDS WITH DAVID FREEMAN

Cyprian Broodbank

Making of the Middle Sea: A history
of the Mediterranean

6pm / Oxford Martin School: 
Seminar Room /£11
Archaeologist Professor Cyprian Broodbank takes a look
at the early history of the Mediterranean. Broodbank
looks at the emergence of the first humans, the origins
of farming, trade and navigation, and at the rise of
early civilisations such as Egyptian, Levantine, Hispanic,
Minoan, Mycenaean, Phoenician, Etruscan, and early
Greek. He draws on rich archaeological and other
evidence from the European, Asian and African flanks
of the Mediterranean and challenges old prejudices
such as on Africa’s influence on Europe.

Broodbank is professor of Mediterranean archaeology
at the Institute of Archaeology, University College
London. His previous book, An Island Archaeology 
of the Early Cyclades, won the James R Wiseman Award
of the Archaeological Institute of America and the
Runciman Prize.

Cyprian Broodbank

Festival Ideas Partner
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Nigel Jones

Peace and War: Britain in 1914

6pm / Christ Church: Festival Room 1 / £11 
Broadcaster, writer and historian Nigel Jones paints a
picture of a momentous 1914 from its benign
beginnings to the descent into war. He portrays a
country at peace exactly a century ago, but one that
had its problems. Ireland was on the brink of civil war;
the suffragette movement was taking on a more
violent hue; and there was paranoia about Germany’s
ambitions. Jones depicts all facets of 1914 life
including gun-running in Ulster, a suffragette attack on
a painting in the National Gallery, cricketer 
J T Hearne’s 3,000th first-class wicket and the opening
of London’s first nightclub.

Jones is a former editor of History Today and BBC
History magazines and has broadcast on radio and
television.

Sponsored by

Nigel Jones

John Cornwell talks to 
Anthony Kenny
e dark Box: 
A Secret history of Confession

6pm / Christ Church: Festival Room 2 / £11
Author and journalist John Cornwell talks to well-
known philosopher of religion Sir Anthony Kenny about
the history of confession in the Catholic Church and
exposes its role in the child abuse scandals of the 20th
century. He draws on his own memories of a Catholic
boyhood and weaves it into the story of confession
from its origins in the early church to the present day.
Cornwell argues that the seclusion of two individuals in
the dark box, where discussion is often of sexual
actions and thoughts, has eroticised the experience of
confession. And he says that the horrific cases of child
abuse that have haunted the church became possible
when Pius X, in 1905, made the confession a weekly
rather than annual ritual.

Cornwell is a fellow commoner of Jesus College,
Cambridge. He has written for many national
publications and is author of Darwin’s Angel and
Hitler’s Pope. Kenny is a celebrated philosopher whose
interests include the philosophy of religion. He was
originally ordained a Roman Catholic priest but
questioned the validity of Catholic doctrine and now
characterises himself as an agnostic. He has written
extensively on St Thomas Aquinas and his other works
include What is Faith? and A New History of Western
Philosophy.

Anthony Kenny
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Joanne harris and Kevin Crossley-holland. Chaired by Paul Blezard

Storytelling and music

8pm / Corpus Christi College / £11
Enjoy two outstanding storytellers with a keen interest in the stories told by their
distant forbears telling a few ancient tales and discussing them under the watchful
eye of journalist and writer Paul Blezard. Poet and novelist Kevin Crossley-Holland
and fellow novelist Joanne Harris will tell stories with Icelandic, Scandinavian, French
and Celtic origins.

Crossley-Holland is a poet and multi-award-winning author. His Arthur trilogy has
been translated into 25 languages. He has translated Beowulf from the Anglo-Saxon
and has published retellings of traditional tales including The Penguin Book of Norse 
Myths and British Folk Tales. He won the Carnegie Medal in 1985 for Storm and was
shortlisted for the 2008 Carnegie Medal for Gatty’s Tale.

Harris is author of The Gospel of Loki, inspired by her lifelong passion for Norse
myths, and of the Runemarks series of novels, which imagines a world in which our
civilization was shaped by Viking invaders rather than the Romans. Harris is author
of many bestselling novels including Chocolat, which was made into an Oscar-
nominated film starring Johnny Depp and Juliette Binoche. Her books have been
published in more than 40 countries and have won a number of British and
international awards.

There will be musical accompaniment at this event.

Oxford  
Philomusica

Box O�ce: 01865 980 980
www.oxfordphil.com

Extraordinary concerts  
in Oxford and beyond

Music Director 

Marios Papadopoulos MBE
Artist in Residence 

Maxim Vengerov

Artists for 2014 include: 

Maxim Vengerov

Dmitry Sitkovetsky

Nigel Kennedy

Stephen Kovacevich

John Lill

Menahem Pressler

Marios Papadopoulos

Exeter College Chapel  Choir

Choir of The Queen’s College

Joanne Harris

Kevin Crossley-Holland 




