
Jim ring

Storming the Eagle’s nest: hitler’s
War in the alps

12 noon / Bodleian: Divinity School / £11
Award-winning biographer Jim Ring tells the little-
known story of war in the Alps during World War II.
Hitler built his Alpine headquarters, the Eagle’s Nest, in
the Bavarian Alps, from where he conceived and
directed the war. Ski resorts were turned into training
grounds for mountain warfare and concentration
camps were opened in Alpine valleys. The Alps were
also home to British spies and resistance fighters and
witnessed deeds of great courage. Ring explains how
the Alps resisted the Nazis and how the allies and the
Red Army raced each other to find Hitler’s Alpine
retreat.

Ring is also author of Erskine Childers, winner of the
Marsh Prize for biography, and of How the English Made
the Alps. His story of Cold War submariners, We Come
Unseen, won the Mountbatten Prize.

Sponsored by

Jim Ring

Irving Finkel

e ark Before noah: 
decoding the Story of the Flood

12 noon / Christ Church: Blue Boar / £11
British Museum expert Irving Finkel explains how the
discovery of an ancient tablet is challenging our view
of ancient history. The Babylonian cuneiform tablet
was brought into the museum by a member of the
public in 2008. It proved to date from 1850BC and told
the Babylonian story of the flood, including
instructions for building a large boat to survive a flood.
The discovery set Finkel on the trail of more evidence
about the flood and allowed him to throw new and
exciting light on the ancient story.

Finkel is assistant keeper of Ancient Mesipotamian
script, languages and cultures at the British Museum.
He is the curator in charge of cuneiform inscriptions on
tablets of clay from ancient Mesopotamia.

Sponsored by

Irving Finkel
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John crace

e digested 21st century

12 noon / Corpus Christi College / £11
Guardian journalist John Crace brings his witty
parodies of the written word bang up to date in The
Digested 21st Century. Each week in the Guardian,
Crace takes a published work, whether a novel by a
Booker winner or a cookery book by Nigella Lawson,
and reduces it to a few hundred words, capturing the
tone of the writer and gently sending them up along
the way. In Brideshead Abbreviated, he captured the
classics of the 20th century. The Digested 21st Century
is his take on this century so far.

Crace is a feature writer for the Guardian. He has
written several books including Vertigo: One Football
Fan’s Fear of Success and Harry’s Games: Inside the Mind
of Harry Redknapp.

John Crace

Photo: D
avid Randell G

oddard

Klaus dodds

e antarctic: 
a Very Short Introduction

1.15pm / Blackwell's Marquee / Free
Welcome to a Very Short Introduction soapbox. A short
talk lasting 15 minutes from an expert in the field. The
talk is free and takes place in the Blackwell's Marquee.

Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society Professor
Klaus Dodds highlights the main issues facing the
Antarctic today. He explains how globalisation means
the continent is increasingly involved in a wider circuit
of ideas, goods, people, trade and governance, all of
which have an impact on its future. Dodds is professor
of geopolitics at Royal Holloway, University of London,
and a visiting fellow at St Cross College, University of
Oxford.

Sponsored by 

Klaus Dodds
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Mike Webb

From downing Street to the Trenches:
First-hand accounts from the Great
War

2pm / Bodleian: Convocation House / £11
Mike Webb, of the Bodleian Libraries, looks at the war
through the eyes of politicians, soldiers and civilians,
centring on the experiences of Oxford alumni whose
papers are in the Bodleian. The reactions, beliefs,
opinions and arguments of these individuals, expressed
in diaries and letters to friends and family, give us a
valuable insight into the war as it was perceived at the
time, without the interpretations of hindsight or the
accumulated wisdom of the last 100 years. The
accounts range from the decision-makers in the
Cabinet to the soldiers on the front line, and take in
the stories of public and private figures at home
caught up in the events.

Webb is head of cataloguing of the Western
manuscripts section, Bodleian Libraries.

Sponsored by

Mike Webb

andrew Graham-dixon

artists of War: david Bomberg

1.30pm / Corpus Christi College / £12
Renowned art critic and television presenter Andrew
Graham-Dixon introduces a preview of a new BBC Four
documentary on the British artist David Bomberg.
Bomberg was a reclusive figure who created some of
the most memorable paintings of the first half of the
20th century. He was a pioneer of the English
movement known as Vorticism and developed ways to
express the spiritual aspirations of a generation scarred
by war. The documentary is one of a new series
presented by Graham-Dixon. The Artists of War
documentaries also include broadcasts on Walter
Sickert and Paul Nash. Following the showing, Graham-
Dixon will take questions about the documentary.

Graham-Dixon is a leading arts critic. He has presented
many television programmes on art and artists
including the acclaimed BBC programmes, A History of
British Art; Renaissance; and Art of Eternity. He has a
column on art in the Sunday Telegraph and is author of
many acclaimed books on subjects ranging from
medieval painting and sculpture to modern art.

This event will last one hour 15 minutes.

Presented by  

Andrew Graham-Dixon

Bodleian Libraries
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  OX F O R D
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Presented by
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Scott anderson

Lawrence in arabia: War, deceit,
Imperial Folly and the Making of 
the Modern Middle East

2pm / Bodleian: Divinity School / £11
Veteran war correspondent Scott Anderson explains
how the Arab Revolt against the Turks during World
War I was shaped by a handful of adventurers, with 
T E Lawrence at the heart. Lawrence described the Arab
Revolt as ‘a sideshow of a sideshow’. As a result, there
was little attention paid by governments to what was
going on. While Lawrence battled his own government
and the enemy to realise his vision for the Arab people,
there were also three other important players working
to their own ends, a German attaché, an American
oilman and a committed Zionist.

Anderson has reported from Lebanon, Israel, Egypt,
Chechnya, Northern Ireland, Sudan, Bosnia and El
Salvador. He has written two novels, Moonlight Hotel
and Triage, and two non-fiction books, The Man Who
Tried to Save the World and the 4 O’Clock Murders.

Scott Anderson Photo: Robert C
lark

Supported by 

Ian and Carol Sellars

Martin Gayford

Michelangelo: his Epic Life

2pm / Christ Church: Blue Boar / £11
Art critic Martin Gayford reveals the epic sweep of
Michelangelo’s life, explaining what it felt like to be the
great artist and how he transformed our notion of
what an artist could be forever. Michelangelo was
considered the finest artist in Italy or even the world at
the age of 31. Long before his death at the age of 90,
he was considered the greatest painter or sculptor who
had ever lived. He worked at the centre of dramatic
events and most of his works were on a vast scale or
difficult to accomplish.

Gayford has been art critic of the Spectator and
Sunday Telegraph and is currently chief European art
critic for Bloomberg. His other publications include The
Yellow House: Van Gogh, Gauguin and Nine Turbulent
Weeks in Arles, The Penguin Book of Art Writing, of which
he was co-editor, andMan with a Blue Scarf: On Sitting
for a Portrait by Lucian Freud.

Martin Gayford



Monday 
March 201424

74

Lucy Worsley

hanoverians, e First Georges 
BBc Four

4pm / Corpus Christi College / £12
Television presenter and chief curator of the Historic
Royal Palaces Dr Lucy Worsley introduces a preview
version of a new BBC documentary to mark the 300th
anniversary in 2014 of the Hanoverian succession to
the British throne. 

Hanoverians: The First Georges (working title) will
present the revealing and surprising story of Britain in
the reigns of George I and George II (1714-60) – the
age of the ‘German Georges’. In 1714, Britain imported
a new German royal family from Hanover, headed by
Georg Ludwig (aka George I) – an uncharismatic,
middle-aged man with a limited grasp of English.
Worsley presents the new three-part series for BBC
Four, in partnership with Royal Collection Trust, to
coincide with the exhibition The First Georgians: Art &
Monarchy 1714-1760 at The Queen’s Gallery,
Buckingham Palace.

Following the showing, Worsley will answer questions
about the documentary. Worsley looks after the Tower
of London and Hampton Court Palace among others.
She has presented several series for the BBC including
Harlots, Housewives and Heroines for BBC 4, Elegance
and Decadence: The Age of the Regency, also BBC Four,
and If Walls Could Talk for BBC1. She is author of a
number of books including Cavalier: A Tale of Chivalry,
Passion and Great Houses, and A Very British Murder,
which accompanied a BBC series of the same name.

This event lasts one hour 20 minutes.

Presented by 

Lucy Worsley

Jancis robinson 
talks to Sheila dillon
World atlas of Wine: 
a Talk and Tasting

3pm / Corpus Christi College: Hall / £20
World-renowned wine critic and journalist Jancis
Robinson talks to presenter of the BBC Radio 4 Food
Programme, Shelia Dillon, about her life and work,
followed by a wine tasting focused on changes in
contemporary wine production featured  in the newest
edition of her World Atlas of Wine.

Robinson has been described by Decanter magazine as
‘the most respected wine critic and journalist in the
world’. She writes daily for JancisRobinson.com (voted
first-ever Wine Website of the Year in the Louis
Roederer International Wine Writers Awards 2010),
weekly for the Financial Times, and bi-monthly for a
column that is syndicated around the world. She is also
editor of The Oxford Companion to Wine, co-author
with Hugh Johnson of The World Atlas of Wine and co-
author of Wine Grapes - A complete guide to 1,368 vine
varieties, including their origins and flavours, each of
these books recognised as a standard reference
worldwide. An award-winning TV presenter, she travels
all over the world to conduct wine events and act as a
wine judge. In 1984 she was the first person outside
the wine trade to pass the rigorous Master of Wine
exams and in 2003 she was awarded an OBE by Her
Majesty the Queen, on whose cellar she now advises. 

Dillon has won many awards for her investigative
journalism, including the Glaxo Science Prize, Caroline
Walker Award and several Glenfiddich Awards, most
recently for her documentary about the American
meat industry. She is also a patron of Oxford
Gastronomica at Oxford Brookes University.

This event lasts one hour 30 minutes.

This session forms part of a series by Oxford
Gastronomica, Oxford Brookes University’s centre for
the study of food, drink and 
culture.

Jancis Robinson 

In association with
FELICITY BRYAN

ASSOCIATES
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Jacqueline and Simon Mitton

In Search of our cosmic origins:
From the Big Bang to a habitable
Planet

4pm / Christ Church: Blue Boar / £11
Popular science communicators Jacqueline and Simon
Mitton take a cosmic journey through space and time.
In conversation with each other, they draw on material
from their recent popular science books to plot a
course through key events in the history of the
universe, covering the roles of mysterious dark matter
and dark energy, the formation of galaxies, and the
birth and subsequent evolution of our Sun and its
planetary system. They also touch on how ideas about
the nature and evolution of the universe and the solar
system have changed over the centuries, and also their
own personal motivation and experiences in writing
their books.

Jacqueline Mitton has authored, co-authored or edited
more than 20 books. She specialises in writing for
children, dictionaries and reference books and
collaborates with researchers on astronomy books for
non-specialists. Simon Mitton has written three
popular astronomy books and edited the
groundbreaking Cambridge Encyclopedia of Astronomy.

Jacqueline and
Simon Mitton

richard Toye

rhetoric: a Very Short Introduction

5.15pm / Blackwell's Marquee / Free
Welcome to a Very Short Introduction soapbox. A short
talk lasting 15 minutes from an expert in the field. The
talk is free and takes place in the Blackwell's Marquee.

Historian Professor Richard Toye explores the purpose
of rhetoric. Rhetoric, he says, is the foundation stone
of civil society and an essential part of the democratic
process. He presents examples from Ancient Greece,
medieval Islamic preaching and modern cinema to
show why we should all have an appreciation of
rhetoric. Toye is professor of modern history at the
University of Exeter.

Sponsored by 

Richard Toye
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Mark Lewisohn
talks to david Freeman
e Beatles – Who and how?

6pm / Corpus Christi College / £11
Beatles historian Mark Lewisohn talks to broadcaster
David Freeman about the group’s Liverpool upbringing,
and of how the unforeseen arrival of two forms of
American music – rock and skiffle – transformed their
lives and inspired them to become musicians. He
explains how the Beatles began the journey that made
them arguably the 20th-century’s greatest cultural
force. The event will be accompanied by extracts from
music of the time including by Elvis Presley, Little
Richard, Lonnie Donegan and Eddie Cochran.

Lewisohn is the author of Tune In, the critically-
acclaimed first volume in his biographical history, The
Beatles: All These Years.

Mark Lewisohn 

david Edmonds and 
nigel Warburton
Morality Puzzles - Would you Kill 
e Fat Man?

6pm / Christ Church: Blue Boar / £11
Suppose you were out for a
walk and whilst crossing a
railway bridge you met a fat
man. Would you push him
over the bridge? One hopes
not. But what if, by doing so,
you could stop a runaway
train from killing five people
tied to a track? David
Edmonds and Nigel
Warburton discuss our moral
intuitions in respect of this
and other such cases and
their fascinating implications.

Edmonds is a senior research
associate at Oxford’s Uehiro
Centre for Practical Ethics and
a multi-award winning
documentary maker for the
BBC. He is the author or co-
author of several books which
have been translated into 25
languages. They include, with John Eidinow, the
international bestseller Wittgenstein’s Poker. With
Warburton he co-runs Philosophy Bites, the popular
philosophy podcast which has had over 20 million
downloads. Would You Kill The Fat Man? is his latest
book.

Warburton is a freelance philosopher, writer and
podcaster. His books include A Little History of
Philosophy, and Philosophy: the Basics, and, with
Edmonds, Philosophy Bites and Philosophy Bites Back.
He is a frequent contributor to BBC radio programmes. 

Presented by 

David Edmonds

Nigel Warburton

David Freeman

Photo: N
ina Sologubenko

Photo: Piet Schreuders



77

M
O
N
D
A
Y
M
A
R
C
H
 2
0
1
4

24Box Office 0870 343 1001 • www.oxfordliteraryfestival.org

6pm / Sheldonian Theatre / £11-£25
Actress and world authority on Indian food Madhur
Jaffrey and former BBC New Delhi bureau chief Sir
Mark Tully bring to life the magic of the India they
know so well. Jaffrey and Tully evoke the sounds,
smells and moods of India from the time of their
upbringings during the last days of the Raj to the
present day. And they look at the good and the bad
of India, and at what the future holds for the world’s
biggest democracy and one of its fastest-growing
economies.

Jaffrey was born in Delhi and won a scholarship to
the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art in London
following a performance in Tennessee William’s Auto-
da-Fe. From there her career took off. She appeared
in various BBC TV and radio plays and enjoyed a spell
in New York before her big success in Shakespeare
Wallah. She went on to star in further Merchant Ivory
films and to win accolades for theatre performances
on Broadway and in the West End, and continues to
appear in movies and TV films today. She has also
carved out a second career as a cookery writer and
broadcaster and is regarded as a world authority on
Indian food. She has published many cookery books
and a memoir Climbing the Mango Trees: A Memoir of
a Childhood in India. A special dinner at University
College on Wednesday, March 26, will mark Jaffrey’s
80th birthday.

Tully was born in India and spent the first decade of
his life there. He later went to England for schooling
and moved back to India in 1965 as BBC India
correspondent. He resigned from the BBC in 1994
after an argument with the then director general,
John Birt, over the running of the corporation.
Since then he has worked as a freelance
journalist and broadcaster based in New
Delhi. He has published several books on
India including India’s Unending Journey
and India: The Road Ahead. He is currently a
presenter on BBC Radio 4’s Something
Understood, a programme that examines some of the
larger questions of life, taking a spiritual theme and
exploring it through music, prose and poetry. 

This event is part of India Day at the festival,
presented by Kolkata Literary Meet. The FT Weekend
Oxford Literary Festival will present an Oxford Day at
the 2015 Kolkata Literary Meet.

Madhur Jaffrey and Mark Tully

e Magic of India

Madhur Jafrey

Mark Tully

Sponsored by




