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PRESS RELEASE

After a successful collaboration in 2022, Netflix and the Oxford Literary Festival today
announce their renewed partnership with the aim to inspire a new generation of 
festival goers. 

For 26 years, the Oxford Literary festival has bridged the gap between town and gown
opening the city’s most beautiful and historic buildings to ticket holders who come to listen
to prestigious speakers from around the world. 

This year, the festival will further support these efforts by ensuring that children from
across Oxford city state schools, including those in the most disadvantaged areas of the
city, will benefit from free tickets and school visits from authors. 

Full details will be given in due course on the festival website.

Whilst the city of Oxford has become synonymous with a university known for its
academic prowess the attainment gap in state schools is widening between
disadvantaged and non-disadvantaged pupils. Netflix are proud to support the work of the
Oxford Literary Festival, who are committed to ensuring that all pupils from the city have
the opportunity to experience the enrichment of a literary event. Three state schools have
currently signed up to the programme – Cherwell, Greyfriars and The Oxford Academy,
and details can be found in the accompanying Schools Programme document. 
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STATEMENTS

1. Ruth Settle, Vice President PR, Netflix.

‘Storytelling is at the heart of what we do at Netflix, and we believe great stories can come
from anywhere and be loved all over the world. The Oxford Literary Festival shares our
commitment to supporting the next generation of talent, and we are proud to announce our
continued support for their great work today’.

2. Sally Dunsmore – Director of the Oxford Literary Festival warmly welcomes the Netflix
support.

‘The Festival is delighted to partner Netflix, with its commitment to showcasing the written
word to the world – through film and screen – with its power to inform, entertain and
inspire.

Netflix will enable the Festival’s schools and education programme to bring outstanding
writers to speak to children and young people about their writing lives and work’.

One of the leading literary festivals in the UK, The FT Weekend Oxford Literary Festival
will run from 25th March to 2nd April. Speakers this year include Jeremy Bowen, thriller
writer Mick Herron, astronomer Maggie Aderin Pocock, Cressida Cowell, current children’s
laureate, Joseph Coelho, Italian actor, Greta Scacchi, Al Murray, Paterson Joseph, Pulitzer
Prize Winner, Isabel Wilkerson, Mary Berry, novelists Colm Tóibín, John Banville and
Eleanor Catton and more. A copy of the Festival’s Pocket Guide for 2023 is also attached
and the full line-up can be found here: https://oxfordliteraryfestival.org

The Young People’s programme has always been a key feature running across both
weekends of the Oxford Literary Festival hosting talks and workshops by children’s
laureates, bestselling authors, poets and illustrators. Tickets for these events have always
been heavily subsidised or offered free of charge. 

The Oxford Festival is the only major UK Literary Festival to receive no state or local
authority funding, and is entirely dependent on sponsorship and donations. 

The School Programme has been established by Dr Stephen Law who is Director of
Philosophy at the University of Oxford’s Department of Continuing Education.
He is Editor of the Royal Institute of Philosophy Journal ‘Think’ and every year organises
the Festival’s very successful ‘Oxford Debates’.

For further information please contact:
FTWOLF – Katie Read – Katie@readmedia.co.uk
Mob: 07837 485642 
Netflix – Bella Blenkinsopp – bblenkinsopp@netflix.com
Mob: 07590905670 
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The Schools we are working with:

The festival is working with schools belonging to the same multi-academy trust – The
River Learning Trust. Currently activity is focused on three schools in particular:

Greyfriars: Based in Cowley, East Oxford. Draws on an area that is socio-economically
deprived and culturally very varied. Majority of children lack English as a first language.

The Oxford Academy: Based in Blackbird Leys, East Oxford. Draws on an area that is
socio-economically deprived and with a reputation for social problems.

Cherwell: Based in North Oxford. An original member of the Trust. A mixed intake school
based in North Oxford. Varied socio-economic intake.

Activities

Greyfriars School

Award-winning Journalist and author Yasmin Alibhai-Brown – will visit during the
festival week to speak to students about journalism and writing.

Yasmin writes for The Guardian, The New York Times, Time Magazine, Newsweek, The
Evening Standard, The Mail and other newspapers and was a weekly columnist on The
Independent for eighteen years. She was the first regular columnist of colour on a national
newspaper in the UK, the first female Muslim too. 

For over twenty-five years she has been consulted by various institutions and businesses
on race and gender equality. She has met and advised politicians, peers and ministers,
including PM David Cameron, on diversity and inclusion policies in Britain’s complex
democracy. 

Student to interview 12 year old Ukrainian girl Yeva Skalietska
Students will attend the event with Yeva who will be interviewed about her book (You Don’t
Know What War Is: The Diary of a Young Girl from Ukraine) on her experiences of the
War.

Dr Stephen Law, philosopher and popular children’s author, will run a workshop on critical
thinking and the paranormal, 15th March.

Dr Law is Director of Philosophy at the University of Oxford’s Department of Continuing
Education.

He is Editor of the Royal Institute of Philosophy Journal Think and every year organises
the Festival’s very successful ‘Oxford Debates’.
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The Oxford Academy

Paterson Joseph – well-known Shakespearean, film and television actor (credits
include Vigil, Noughts and Crosses and Wonka) and Chancellor of Oxford Brookes
University – will visit the school during the festival to talk about acting, his life, and his
latest book (30th March) 

Paterson Joseph’s debut novel The Secret Diaries of Charles Ignatius Sancho, is based
on the true story of the man born on a slave ship who went on to be a writer, leading
abolitionist and the first Black Briton known to have voted in an election.

Dr Stephen Law, philosopher and popular and children’s author, will run a workshop on
critical thinking and the paranormal.

Attendance at the public festival – students will be given free tickets to attend both
public festival events for – Yeva Skalietska and Paterson Joseph

Cherwell School

Dr Stephen Law, philosopher and popular children’s author, ran ‘World of Work’ half day
workshop on how to put together a literary festival event, helping students identify topics,
speakers, write blurbs, write invitations. 18th November 2022.

Psychologist Professor Chris French (Haunted Homes tv series) and Cultural
Anthropologist Deborah Hyde will run a Weird Science workshop at the school,
investigating the paranormal scientifically – with links to Gothic literature. 18th April.

Journalist and reviewer Suzi Feay (writes for The Guardian and Financial Times) will
run a half day ‘World of Work’ event on interviewing, journalism, with hands on activities.

Student to interview 12 year old Ukrainian girl Yeva Skalietska at the Public Festival
The school is providing a pupil to interview Yeva Skalietska, the Ukrainian author, at the
public festival on Wednesday 29 March – about her book You Don’t Know What War Is:
The Diary of a Young Girl from Ukraine. The interviewer will be fully prepared and trained
by Suzi Feay and Stephen Law.  Students will be given free tickets to attend.

Other events

Children’s Laureate
Award-winning poet, children’s author, and playwright -Children’s Laureate Joseph
Coelho will speak at either Greyfriars or Cherwell School.

Shadowing at the Festival
There will also be shadowing opportunities for pupils from all three schools to come to the
festival and experiencing working alongside Festival Director Sally Dunsmore and other
Festival Team members including at events and in The Green Room.
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Mandala Theatre

Set up to employ, train and nurture young performers from diverse, ethnic, and economic
backgrounds in theatre for social justice. To give them the chance to perform and tour in a
professional company.

Mandala will present a theatre production and workshop for the schools exploring the
issues of mental health and suicide among young men and boys. 

Suicide is the main cause of death in young people – male and female – under the age of
35 in the UK. In 2018, 1866 young people under the age of 35 took their own lives. Over
three quarters of them were boys or young men.

Mandala Theatre have undertaken research and development with published writer Sean
Burn, who has lived experience of mental distress, and director Yasmin Sidhwa, using this
research to feed the exploration and development of a new play. 

Working with boys and young men’s groups in Oxford, London, Luton, Coventry,
Sunderland, Southampton, using creativity and discussion, exploring and responding to
the experiences and concerns of boys and young men about mental health, involving
them as the ‘experts,’ inputting ideas into the creation of the script. 

INFORMATION ABOUT OXFORD’S WIDENING ATTAINMENT GAP 
BETWEEN DISADVANTAGED AND NON-DISADVANTAGED PUPILS

Childhood poverty in Oxford
The ‘Town and Gown’ split in Oxford is stark:

• In 2019, 11 of Oxford’s 83 neighbourhoods fell in the 20% (and 3 areas in the 10%)
most deprived nationally for income deprivation affecting children. In the three most
deprived areas (Littlemore, Blackbird Leys and Rose Hill & Iffley – all within East
Oxford), between 34% and 39% of children were living below the poverty line.

• Regarding Educational Skills and Training deprivation, there were 11 Oxford areas in
the most deprived decile (10% most deprived) nationally for children and young
people educational attainment.1

The link between childhood poverty and poor literacy

• Lacking vital literacy skills holds a person back at every stage of their life. Low literacy
rates are associated with social exclusion, poor health, low educational attainment,
offending, unemployment and lack of access to training and skills.2

• Children living in poverty are less likely to be able to read well at school (compared to
their classmates) – and this has the potential to be devastating for their future. In 2014
research by Save the Children3 found that in the UK, 40% of poorer children (on free
school meals) were not able to read well by the age of 11. 

• The Fair Education Alliance concluded in 2019 that the situation is worsening: The
educational attainment gap between disadvantaged pupils and their peers in primary
and secondary schools between 2014 and 2019 had stopped closing, and there were
several indications that it had begun to widen.4



Ethnic diversity in Oxford

• In 2011, 64% of Oxford’s total population were White British. 14% of residents were
White but non-British ethnic background, and 22% of residents were from black or
minority ethnic groups (compared to 13% nationally).5

•More recent research published by Oxfordshire County Council (2019) showed that 55%
of pupils in the city’s primary schools are from ethnic minority backgrounds and
pupils speak 78 different first languages. Figures differ from ward to ward with some
primary schools having as many as 75% ethnic minority learners.6

Ethnicity and educational disadvantage

How ethnicity intersects with disadvantage is understandably complex, but evidence
clearly shows that there are notable variations in educational attainment by ethnic
background: 

•Most ethnic minorities (not including Chinese and Indian pupils) achieve lower
educational attainment than their White British peers, with the biggest and increasing
gap being between pupils from Black backgrounds (and also those arriving late in
secondary school with English as an Additional Language) and their White British peers.7

•Taken together with the fact that Black and other minority ethnic groups have a
higher percentage of children living in poverty than the 20% national average
(Pakistani 47%, Mixed 33% and Black 30%), educational outcomes and future prospects
for many of these children are significantly lower.8

1 2019 Index of Multiple Deprivation

2 Oxfordshire County Council (2016) Available at:
https://www2.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/default/files/folders/documents/childreneducationandfamilies/educ
ationandlearning/specialeducationalneeds/SEND/LiteracyDifficultiesPolicyandAdvice.pdf 
[Accessed 01 Dec 2020]

3 The Literacy Trust (2014) How reading can help children escape poverty Available at:
https://cdn.literacytrust.org.uk/media/documents/Read_On_Get_On_launch_report_2014.pdf 
[Accessed 01 Dec 2020]

4 Fair Education Alliance (2020) Report Card 2020 Available at:  https://www.faireducation.org.uk/report-
card-2020

5 2011 UK Census [Accessed 01 Dec 2020]

6 Oxfordshire Insight (2020) Available at:
ttps://insight.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/system/files/documents/201906_Bitesize_PupilEthnicity.pdf 
[Accessed 01 Dec 2020]

7 Fair Education Alliance (2020) Report Card 2020 Available at: https://www.faireducation.org.uk/report-card-
2020 [Accessed 01 Dec 2020]

8 Office of National Statistics (2020_ Available at:
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/nationalaccounts/uksectoraccounts/compendium/economicreview/february
2020/childpovertyandeducationoutcomesbyethnicity#conclusion [Accessed on 01 Dec 2020]


