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Lauren St John and Virginia 
McKenna talk to Nicolette Jones
Born Free: e Animals at 
Inspire Us
10am / Sheldonian Theatre / £6-£15    
Ages 9+
Award-winning author of
children’s books Lauren St
John and actress and
wildlife campaigner Virginia
McKenna, both supporters
of the Born Free
Foundation, talk to the
consultant director of the
festival’s children’s and 
young people’s programme
Nicolette Jones about how
animals have inspired them.

Animals have inspired St
John in her writing,
particularly in her White
Giraffe series and One
Dollar Horse trilogy. Her
latest book in the One
Dollar Horse trilogy is Fire
Storm. Dead Man’s Lives,
the first in a new trilogy
featuring 11-year-old detective Laura Marlin, won
the Blue Peter Book of the Year Award. St John is an
ambassador for the Born Free Foundation.

McKenna is best known for playing the role of Joy
Adamson in the true-life film, Born Free, for which
she received a Golden Globe
nomination. She played opposite her
husband Bill Travers as George
Adamson, and the experience inspired
them to become active wildlife
supporters and campaigners for the
protection of wild habitats. They
founded Zoo Check in 1984, which
later became the Born Free
Foundation. She still performs as an
actress but is most active in the
animal welfare movement. Her
autobiography, The Life in My Years,
was published in 2009.

Liz Pichon

Tom Gates

10.00am / Corpus Christi College / £6

Don’t miss your chance to catch up on the adventures
of Tom Gates by Liz Pichon. Pichon will read from her
new book, TOM GATES; A Tiny (bit) Lucky, and there will
be loads of excellent tips on how to doodle in a Tom
Gates style as well, so bring along a pen, paper or
notebook. 

The Tom Gates books have won numerous awards
including the Roald Dahl Funny Prize and the Blue
Peter Book Award. 

Sponsored by

Lauren St John 

Virginia McKenna 

Liz Pichon

In association with
FELICITY BRYAN

ASSOCIATES

S O L D  O U T
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Ann Treneman

Finding the Plot: 
100 Graves to Visit Before you die
10am / Christ Church: Blue Boar / £11
Times journalist Ann
Treneman talks about
her book of the ‘dead
interesting’ and
introduces some of the
best graves to visit in
Britain. Treneman visits
the graves of the real
War Horse, of Byron
and his dog Boatswain,
of prime ministers,
kings and queens,
Florence Nightingale
and her pet owl Athena,
and of the real James
Bond and M. Finding the Plot is made up of 100 stories
that are sometimes humorous, sometimes poignant,
but all of which tell something about the British way
of death.

Treneman is best known for her hilarious parliamentary
sketches for The Times. She is one of the strongest
female voices in the parliamentary lobby and is also
author of Dave & Nick: The Year of the Honeymoon and
Annus Horribilis: The Worst Year in British Politics.

Ann Treneman

Adam and charlotte Guillain 
with Lee Wildish
Spaghetti with the yeti

10.00am / Christ Church: 
Festival Room 2/ £6   Ages 4 - 7
Go on a fantastic Yeti hunt with children’s writers
Adam and Charlotte Guillain and illustrator Lee
Wildish, creators of Spaghetti with the Yeti, the hilarious
first picture book in their George’s Amazing Adventures
series. Meet weird and wonderful monsters, dress up in
some silly costumes, sing songs, play games, do some
drawing – and have yeti-loads of fun!

Sponsored by

Adam and 
Charlotte Guillain
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Susan Jones and Fiona Macintosh.
chaired by Juliet McKenna
dance: Ancient and Modern

10am / Christ Church: Festival Room 1 / £11
Dr Susan Jones, former soloist with the Scottish Ballet,
and now a fellow of St Hilda’s College, Oxford, and the
author of Literature, Modernism and Dance discusses
literary influences on modern dance, from Isadora
Duncan to Fred Astaire and Martha Graham, with
classicist Dr Fiona Macintosh, fellow of St Hilda’s,
director of the University of Oxford’s Archive of
Performances of Greek and Roman Drama, and editor
of The Ancient Dancer in the Modern World. Discussions
are chaired by novelist and St Hilda’s classics graduate
Juliet McKenna.

Jones spent 15 years as a soloist with The Scottish
Ballet, Glasgow, before beginning a career in academia.
She has published widely on Joseph Conrad, including
Conrad and Women, and she is currently editing Chance
for the Cambridge Edition of Conrad. Macintosh’s
publications include Dying Acts: Death in Ancient Greek
and Modern Irish Tragic Drama, Greek Tragedy and the
British Theatre 1660-1914 and Sophocles’ Oedipus
Tyrranus.

In association with

Fiona Macintosh

Edmund Fawcett

Liberalism: e Life of an Idea

10am / Oxford Martin School: 
Seminar Room / £11
Political observer and journalist Edmund Fawcett looks
at the ideals, successes and failures of liberalism over
the last 200 years of American and European history.
Fawcett takes a broad definition of liberalism and
discusses thinkers from Constant and Mill to Hayek,
Berlin and Rawls, and 20th-century politicians
including  Franklin D Roosevelt, Lyndon Johnson, Willy
Brandt, Hoover, Reagan, and Kohl. He suggests there
are many currents of liberalism but they all converge
around shared commitments: resistance to power, faith
in social progress, respect for people’s chosen
enterprises and beliefs, and acceptance that interests
and faiths will always conflict. 

Fawcett served as chief correspondent of the
Economist in Washington, Paris and Berlin and as the
publication’s European and literary editor.

Edmund Fawcett

In association with
FELICITY BRYAN

ASSOCIATES

Festival Ideas Partner



195

SA
T
U
R
D
A
Y
M
A
R
C
H
 2
0
1
4

29

Alastair Lack

Inspector Morse with Alastair Lack

11am / Meet outside Balliol College Lodge,
Broad Street / £25
Mention Oxford and dreaming spires, and colleges and
quadrangles come to mind – plus, of course, Inspector
Morse. The television series featuring John Thaw was
based on the novels of Oxford writer Colin Dexter and
remain immensely popular worldwide. Morse and
Sergeant Lewis encounter heads of houses, dons,
murderers and criminals in the course of their
detective work – pausing only for a pint or two in a
favourite pub. This walk visits the scenes of some of
the best known cases of Inspector Morse. This walk
lasts two hours and ends at Christ Church.

Alastair Lack

12 noon / Sheldonian Theatre / £11-£25
Leading philosopher Professor A C Grayling examines
the nature of friendship and the significance it plays
in our lives. Grayling examines the rich traditions of
friendship in literature, culture, art and philosophy,
lays out the major philosophical interpretations of
friendship, and offers his own personal view of
friendship based on his own experience. He looks at
internet-based friendship, modern mixed-gender
friendship, how friendships may supersede family
relationships and at the universal value of friendship.

Grayling is founder and master of New College of
the Humanities, London. He has written and edited
more than 30 books on philosophy and other
subjects including The God Argument and Liberty in
the Age of Terror. He is a regular contributor to radio
and television including on Today and Newsnight, 
and is a vice-president of the British Humanist
Association and a patron of Dignity in Dying.

A c Grayling

Friendship

In association with
FELICITY BRYAN

ASSOCIATES

Photo: M
ykel N

icolaou / Rex Features

Sponsored by

Box Office 0870 343 1001 • www.oxfordliteraryfestival.org

S O L D  O U T

christopher Lloyd

What on Earth? 
Shakespeare
11am / Blackwell’s Marquee / Free
See Thursday at 11am for further details
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Andrew Taylor talks to 
Nicolette Jones
St hilda’s Mystery and crime
Weekend Showcase
12 noon / Corpus Christi College / £11
Winner of the Cartier
Diamond Dagger and of
the 2013 CWA
Historical Dagger
Award, acclaimed crime
writer and historical
novelist Andrew Taylor,
a regular speaker at St
Hilda’s College’s annual
Mystery and Crime
Weekend, discusses his
latest crime thriller The
Scent of Death, set in
New York during the
American War of
Independence. Author of more than 30 crime novels,
including The Anatomy of Ghosts and Bleeding Heart
Square, Taylor is also a distinguished reviewer of crime
fiction, and teacher of writing courses. He will be
interviewed by critic and chair of the St Hilda’s College
Media Network Nicolette Jones. 

‘Andrew Taylor is arguably the most consummate
writer of historical crime fiction today’ 

Marcel Berlins, The Times 

In association with                          Sponsored by

Andrew Taylor 

Jessica B harris

hercules and hemmings – 
e Presidents’ Slave chefs
12 noon  / Christ Church: Blue Boar / £11 
Food writer Dr Jessica B Harris
discusses Hercules and James
Hemmings, 18th-century
enslaved African-American
chefs who worked for two of
the American founding fathers
in the early years of the
country’s history. One oversaw
George Washington’s kitchen and created menus for
the first president and the country’s original notables.
The other trained in Paris, cooked for Thomas Jefferson,
America’s premier bec fin, and refused the position of
White House chef. One requested and was given his
freedom, the other escaped. Their conjoined stories
give an illuminating picture of another aspect of
enslavement and of two African-American chefs who
attained the highest levels of their profession in ways
that remain unduplicated to this day.

Jessica B. Harris, of City University New York, is one of
the most admired food writers in the United States.
Her many books, including High on the Hog and Hot
Stuff: A Cookbook in Praise of the Piquant, track the
food and food-ways of the African-American Diaspora.

This event is part of the American strand at this year’s
festival. 

Presented by

Jessica B Harris
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Natalie haynes talks to 
Peter Stothard
e Amber Fury: Myth, Tragedy
and Fiction
12 noon / Corpus Christi: Rainolds Room / £11
Writer, broadcaster,
classicist and former
stand-up comic Natalie
Haynes talks to editor of
the Times Literary
Supplement and fellow
classics scholar Sir Peter
Stothard about her debut
novel, The Amber Fury,
how the plot is woven
around the Greek
tragedies, and about the
relevance of the classical
world to today. Haynes
says she retired as a
stand-up comic when she realised she preferred
tragedy. Her novel sees grieving Alex Morris take a job
teaching troubled and difficult children at a pupil
referral unit in Glasgow. She begins to develop a
rapport with the children through the teaching of
Greek tragedies but fears that the stories of cruel fate
and bloody revenge are being taken to heart and that a
whole new tragedy is being performed in front of her.

Haynes writes a column for the Independent and a
blog for the Guardian. She regularly speaks about the
modern relevance of the classical world. Stothard is a
former editor of The Times. Since becoming editor of
the TLS, he has written mainly on Greek and Roman
literature. His recent book, Alexandria: The Last Nights
of Cleopatra, was partly a personal memoir tracing his
lifelong interest in Cleopatra and partly a travel book. 

Natalie Haynes 

Photo: D
an M

ersh

Barnaby rogerson

rogerson’s Book of Numbers

12 noon / Christ Church: Festival Room 2 / £11
Author, publisher and journalist Barnaby Rogerson goes
on a dazzling journey through the history of numbers
and their significance. Stories range from the number
of the beast 666 to the seven deadly sins, the 12 signs
of the zodiac and the four suits in a deck of cards. Why
did Genghis Khan build a city of 108 towers and how
did Dante forge his Divine Comedy on the number 11?
Rogerson explores the significance of numbers in
mythic poetry and in the world’s many belief systems.

Rogerson runs Eland Publishing with his partner Rose
Baring. It specialises in keeping classics of travel
literature in print. 

‘Dangerously addictive, wonderfully witty and crazily
wide-ranging and erudite’ 

William Dalrymple 

Barnaby Rogerson

Box Office 0870 343 1001 • www.oxfordliteraryfestival.org
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William chislett and 
Jeremy Treglown
dictatorship to democracy: Memories
and change in Spain
12 noon / Oxford Martin School: 
Seminar Room  / £11
Two experts on Spain’s
turbulent recent history
discuss how a country
wracked by civil war
ultimately made the transition
from dictatorship to
democracy. The Spanish Civil
War was characterised by
atrocities on both sides, so
how was the country able to
restore the monarchy and a
democratic system, and what
does the future hold for a
Spain weighed down by
today’s economic problems?

William Chislett is a Madrid-
based journalist and writer. He
covered the transition to
democracy between 1975 and
1978 for The Times. In his
latest book Spain: What
Everyone Needs to Know, he
tells the full story of Spain
and explains how attempts
were made to lay to rest the
ghosts of the Spanish Civil
War.

Writer and critic Jeremy
Treglown, a former editor of
the Times Literary Supplement,
writes regularly on the
country. In Franco’s Crypt:
Spanish Culture and Memory Since 1936, he takes a
fresh look at recent Spanish history and examines how
people remember what happened. He talks to
descendants of those killed, attends a service dedicated
to Franco’s memory, and examines the monuments,
paintings, novels and films that vividly recorded the
events of the time.

William Chislett

Jeremy Treglown

James Lovelock

A rough ride to the Future

12 noon / Oxford Martin School: 
Lecture Theatre / £11
Independent scientist and futurist James Lovelock,
originator of Gaia Theory, explores our future on the
planet through two new, key ideas. The first is that we
are now subject to ‘accelerated evolution’, a process
which is bringing about change on our planet roughly a
million times faster than Darwinian evolution. The
second is that as part of this process, humanity has the
capacity to become the intelligent part of ‘Gaia’, the
self-regulating Earth system. By our domination and
our invention, we are changing the atmosphere.
Instead of feeling guilty about it, we should recognise
what is happening, prepare for change, and ensure that
we survive as a species so we can contribute to –
perhaps even guide – the next evolution of Gaia. We
may, for example, have to make a transition from
carbon-based wet chemistry to a future symbiosis with
electronic life. The road will be rough, but if we are
smart enough life will continue on Earth in some form
far into the future.

Lovelock is the originator of the Gaia Hypothesis (now
Gaia Theory), which postulates that the biosphere is a
self-regulating entity with the capacity to keep our
planet healthy by controlling the chemical and physical
environment. His many books on the subject include
Gaia: A New Look at Life on Earth, The Revenge of Gaia,
and The Vanishing Face of Gaia. 

James Lovelock

Photo: Sandy Lovelock

Supported by 

Ian and 
Carol Sellars

Festival Ideas Partner

Festival Ideas Partner
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Malorie Blackman and 
Shami chakrabarti
Writing for young People and 
human rights
2pm / Sheldonian Theatre / £6-£15    Ages 12+
Children’s Laureate Malorie
Blackman discusses her
books with Shami
Chakrabarti, Chancellor of
Oxford Brookes University
and director of Liberty, in a
wide-ranging and
stimulating session,
including a special look at
human rights in children’s
books.

Blackman has written
more than 50 books and is
widely regarded as one of
the best and most
imaginative writers of
fiction for children and
young people. She has
won many awards
including the Red House
Children’s Book Award and
the Fantastic Fiction
Award. She is author of the
highly acclaimed Noughts
and Crosses series of
young adult novels.

Chakrabarti has been
director of the civil liberties organisation Liberty for
ten years. She qualified as a lawyer before working as
a barrister for the Home Office. She is a regular
panellist on BBC’s Question Time and was a panel
member on the Leveson
Inquiry into the Press.

Sponsored by

Malorie Blackman 

Shami Chakrabarti

Jamie Woodward

e Ice Age: 
A Very Short Introduction
1.15pm  / Blackwell’s Marquee / Free
Welcome to a Very Short Introduction soapbox. A short
talk lasting 15 minutes from an expert in the field. The
talk is free and takes place in the Blackwell Marquee,
next to the Sheldonian Theatre.

Geography professor Jamie Woodward examines the
environmental changes that took place during the
great Ice Age of the Quaternary Period. He presents
some of the ingenious methods that have been used
to find out about our geological past and explores
changing ideas about the period. Woodward is
professor of physical geography at the University of
Manchester. He has published widely on Quaternary
environmental change and human activity in ice age
environments.

Sponsored by 

Jamie Woodward

christopher Lloyd

What on Earth? 
Science and Engineering
2pm / Blackwell’s Marquee / Free
See Thursday at 11am for further details
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Gaynor Arnold, Elizabeth 
Edmondson, Anita Mason, 
Juliet McKenna. 
chaired by claire Armitstead
e Genre Fiction debate 

2pm / Corpus Christi College / £11

Five St Hilda’s College alumnae debate the motion
‘Genre fiction is no different from literary fiction’.
Orange Prize longlisted Gaynor Arnold (The Girl in the
Blue Dress, After Such Kindness), Elizabeth Edmondson,
who writes historical mysteries and romances under
her own name and as Elizabeth Aston (Devil’s Sonata,
the Darcy novels), Booker-shortlisted Anita Mason (The
Illusionist, The Right Hand of the Sun), and writer of
fantasy novels, Juliet McKenna (The Hadrumal Crisis,
The Chronicles of the Lescari Revolution) consider the
value or pointlessness of labelling and
compartmentalising fiction. Discussions are chaired by
Claire Armitstead, literary editor of the Guardian. 

In association with

Gaynor Arnold Elizabeth Edmondson

Anita Mason Julia McKenna

david constantine 
talks to Jem Poster
conversations with Poets – Poetry:
e Literary Agenda
2pm / Corpus Christi College: 
Rainolds Room / £11
Poet David Constantine talks to fellow poet and
festival director of academic programmes Professor
Jem Poster about why poetry matters. In his new book
as part of Oxford University Press’s Literary Agenda
series, Constantine argues that poetry is not for the
few but for the many, that it speaks to and for people,
and that it can only thrive among them. He looks at
what goes into the writing of a poem and considers
what good there is in reading it. 

Constantine is a poet, novelist and short story writer
who taught German language and literature at
Durham University and at The Queen’s College, 
Oxford. His most recent poetry collection is Nine
Fathoms Deep.

David Constantine 
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Laurens de Groot

hunting the hunters: 
At War with the Whalers
2pm / Christ Church: Festival Room 2 / £11
Former Dutch detective Laurens de Groot describes
how he gave up his job rooting out organised crime to
join an international marine wildlife organisation, Sea
Shepherd, fighting a war against the Japanese whaling
fleet in the Antarctic. De Groot and the crew of the
Sea Shepherd hunt Japanese whalers as the whalers
hunt their quarry. They have to deal with extreme
conditions in the Antarctic and attacks by the Japanese
crews. On one mission, their boat was rammed and
sunk by a whaling ship. 

De Groot worked for Sea Shepherd for several years.
He has featured in Animal Planet’s Whale Wars TV
series and is using his law enforcement experience to
fight Rhino poachers in South Africa.`

Kate Williams

Josephine: 
desire, Ambition, Napoleon
2pm / Christ Church: Blue Boar / £11
Historian Kate Williams tells the story of the incredible
rise of Josephine – mistress, courtesan and
revolutionary heroine. The story is one of sexual
obsession, of politics, and of how a woman survived in
a man’s world. Williams shows how a young woman
from Martinique, abandoned by her aristocratic
husband in Paris, was able to reinvent herself. Josephine
survived the revolutionary terror and became the
leading light of a debauched party scene. She married
a marginalised Corsican soldier, forming a remarkable
partnership  that helped Napoleon rise to become the
most powerful man in Europe. 

Williams is a lecturer, writer and television presenter.
Her previous works, England’s Mistress, a biography of
Emma Hamilton, and Becoming Queen, about the
youth of Queen Victoria, were both highly acclaimed. 

Sponsored by

Kate Williams

Oxford centre for Islamic Studies 
New Building Tours
2pm / 2.30pm / 3pm / Oxford Centre for Islamic
Studies / Free
Tours, lasting 30 minutes, take place daily between
Tuesday, March 25, and Saturday, March 29, at 2pm,
2.30pm and 3pm, at the Oxford Centre for Islamic
Studies, Marston Road, Oxford. See Tuesday page 87
for full details.

Note: Tickets are free but must be booked either
online or through the festival box office.

Presented by the Oxford Centre for Islamic Studies. 

W O M E N  I N  S O C I E T Y

Laurens de Groot



GIBRALTAR

LITERARY FESTIVAL
INTERNATIONAL

TH
E

FRIDAY 14th TO SUNDAY 16th NOVEMBER 2014

THE GIBUNCOTHE GIBUNCO
GIBRALTAR INTERNATIONAL GIBRALTAR INTERNATIONAL 
LITERARY FESTIVALLITERARY FESTIVAL

The Festival is organised by 
HM Government of Gibraltarwww.gibraltarliteraryfestival.com

Over the past 300 years Gibraltar has had many incarnations – as the most famous

fortress in the world, and as a staging post of Empire trade and travel.

Today, Gibraltar is a great City State, with one of the most successful economies in

Europe. The Rock now hosts a prestigious international literary festival, with writers and

speakers from around the globe. Details of the 2014 festival programme will be

announced later in the year.

Festival Title Sponsor



203

SA
T
U
R
D
A
Y
M
A
R
C
H
 2
0
1
4

29Box Office 0870 343 1001 • www.oxfordliteraryfestival.org

Ben Okri
talks to Paul Blezard
Writing and the Adventures 
of the Mind
2pm /Oxford Martin School: Seminar Room / £11
For the inaugural Gibraltar Lecture, Booker Prize winner,
and one of modern literature’s most gifted storytellers,
Ben Okri, talks about his writing and the ‘adventures of
the mind’. Okri is considered one of the foremost African
writers of the post-modern period. 
At 21, he published his first novel, Flowers and Shadows,
and in 1991, The Famished Road, which won the Booker
Prize for Fiction.

The Famished Road features a
narrator, Azaro, a spirit child
who, in the Yoruba tradition of
Nigeria exists between life
and death. The novel plays on
the tension between the land
of the living, with its violence
and political struggles, and the
temptations of the carefree
kingdom of the spirits. Azaro
features in other Okri novels.
The mixture of the real and
the spiritual worlds, in which he particularly draws on
the myths and beliefs of his African heritage, has often
led Okri to be categorised as a magical realist, although
it is a categorisation he rejects.

Okri has published eight novels, as well as collections of
poetry, short stories and essays, and his work has been
translated into 20 languages. He is a fellow of the Royal
Society of Literature and has been awarded the OBE as
well as numerous international prizes, including the
Commonwealth Writers Prize for Africa, the Aga Khan
Prize for Fiction and the Chianti Rufino-Antico Fattore. 

The Gibraltar Lecture will be delivered every year at the
festival, and will take the forms of an address, an ‘in
conversation’ or a debate.

The lecture will be devoted to matters of major cultural,
historical or international importance, at the invitation
of Her Majesty’s Government of Gibraltar.

T H E  G I B R A LTA R  L E C T U R E  2 0 1 4

Ben Okri

The Hon. Neil Costa MP
Minister for Tourism, Commercial Affairs, Public Transport
and the Port, HM Government of Gibraltar.
Minister Costa will introduce the event.
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Tim Stanley-clarke
A Special Tasting of Graham’s Tawny
and Vintage Ports
3.30pm / Corpus Christi: Hall / £20
Established in 1820, Graham’s consistently produces
outstanding tawny and vintage ports. Today’s tasting is
a unique opportunity to compare and contrast the two
greatest styles of port:  aged tawny and classic vintage
port. Port expert Tim Stanley-Clarke will guide you
through the subtleties of Graham’s 10, 20, and 30-
year-old old tawny ports to show how slow cast aging
enhances these wines. You will then be able to taste
three of Graham’s classic vintage ports: Graham’s
Quinta dos Malvedos – a rich and spicy wine from
Graham’s top estate; Graham’s 1983 Vintage –
drinking superbly after 31 years and finally the recently
declared and much acclaimed 2011 vintage – widely
regarded as being one of the greatest vintages in the
last 50 years.

Sponsored by
Tim Stanley-Clarke

rupert Sheldrake, James Le Fanu 
and Martin robbins 
chaired by Stephen Law
God and e Limits of Science
2pm / Oxford Martin School: 
Lecture Theatre / £11
Is science our only route to knowledge? Are there
questions science cannot answer? Might science
provide us with grounds for supposing there is a God,
or that there is not? Join three leading, provocative
and controversial thinkers as they discuss these and
other fascinating questions concerning the limits of
our understanding.

Dr Rupert Sheldrake is a biologist and author of more
than 80 scientific papers and 10 books, including The
Science Delusion. He was a fellow of Clare College,
Cambridge University, and a research fellow of the
Royal Society. 

Dr James Le Fanu is a general practitioner in South
London and writes a regular column on medicine and
science for The Daily Telegraph and on natural history
for The Oldie. His books include The Rise and  Fall of
Modern Medicine, winner of The Los Angeles Times
book prize in 2001, andWhy Us: How Science
Rediscovered the Mystery of Ourselves. 

Martin Robbins is a researcher and writer who 
appears regularly in The Guardian, New Statesman 
and VICE Magazine. His writing explores themes of
denial, conflict and mystery at the fringes of science
and human understanding, where evidence and 
culture collide.

Presented by  

Martin Robbins 

Festival Ideas Partner

The late Auberon
Waugh wrote of Tim
Stanley-Clarke: 
‘I have learnt to value
his judgement, enjoy
his hospitality, rejoice in
his company, and above
all, open my eyes to the
spendour of the wines
he promotes.’
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Gavin hewitt

e Lost continent: Europe’s darkest
hour Since World War Two
4pm  / Sheldonian Theatre / £11-£25

The BBC’s Europe editor Gavin Hewitt tells the story
of that pillar of the post-war European dream, a
shared currency, that has led the continent into its
gravest crisis since World War Two. Hewitt shows
how easy money led some states into a spending
binge, and when the financial crash came to the
United States, Europe caught the cold in spectacular
fashion, threatening the whole European project.
Hewitt weaves together the stories of ordinary
people with the drama and politics of Europe in
crisis. He includes interviews with key officials and
players and inside accounts of some of the critical
meetings.

Hewitt has been BBC Europe editor since 2009,
giving him a unique insight into events in Europe
over the last few years. He has also worked as a
special correspondent  for the BBC Ten O’Clock News
and Panorama, covering stories all over the world. He
is the author of two previous books, one on Terry
Waite, and A Soul on Ice: A Life in News, and is the
holder of an RTS, a BAFTA and a Broadcast award.

Box Office 0870 343 1001 • www.oxfordliteraryfestival.org

Gavin Hewitt

Jovan Nicholson

Art and Life: 
Ben and Winifred Nicholson
4pm / Corpus Christi College / £11

‘All artists are unique and can only unite as
complementaries not as similarities’ 

Winifred Nicholson of her time with Ben Nicholson.

Independent art historian Jovan Nicholson brings new
insight to the artistic partnership of Ben Nicholson and
Winifred Nicholson, his grandparents, and to their
friendship and collaboration with Christopher Wood,
Alfred Wallis, and the potter William Staite Murray. An
extraordinary grouping, during an extraordinary decade
for British art, and the Nicholsons were at the
forefront. 

Constantly experimenting, breaking existing
conventions – one as a colourist, and one more
interested in the form. Nicholson’s talk illustrates their
different renderings of often the same subject, and
encompasses the wider dynamic exchange between
this group of artists and friends. 

Nicholson is curator of the exhibition Art and Life,
Ben Nicholson, Winifred Nicholson, Christopher Wood,
Alfred Wallis, William Staite Murray 1920-1931. Kettle’s
Yard Feb 15 to May 11, Dulwich Picture Gallery June 4
to September 21.

Sponsored by

Jovan Nicholson

In association with
FELICITY BRYAN

ASSOCIATES
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Elisabeth russell Taylor 
talks to Lucy Atkins
Belated and Other Stories

4pm / Christ Church: Blue Boar / £11
Novelist and writer Elisabeth Russell Taylor introduces
her new collection of short stories, Belated and Other
Stories. The 16 short stories range from the
examination of unspoken deals in marriage to the
secret lives of the unattached. The Contract re-
imagines Pushkin’s Eugene Onegin and Charlotte looks
at the life of a Jewish immigrant in post-war London.
Each story looks into the dark corners of character and
the contradictions of everyday life.

Russell Taylor is author of six novels, three short-story
collections, four books for children and five works of
non-fiction, and her work has been translated into
French, Dutch and Lithuanian.

Russell Taylor talks to Lucy Atkins, author of The
Missing One. Atkins appears with India Knight at 6pm
to discuss ‘domestic chillers’.

Elisabeth Russell Taylor 

Malcolm Graham and Edith 
Gollnast talk to debbie dance
Oxford heritage Walks

4pm / Christ Church: Festival Room 2 / £11
Local historian Malcolm
Graham and former city
planner and conservationist
Edith Gollnast talk to the
director of Oxford
Preservation Trust, Debbie
Dance, about a new series of
published heritage walks.
Oxford Heritage Walks is
published by the trust, written
by Graham, and illustrated by
Gollnast. The books highlight
some of Oxford’s finest
buildings, including those that
are vulnerable, and record
some of those that have been
lost. Book 1 isOn Foot from
Oxford Castle to St Giles and
book 2 is On Foot from Broad
Street. The books revise and
expand on the much-loved
Oxford heritage guides from
the 1970s.

Graham was head of the Centre for Oxfordshire
Studies before retiring and has published extensively
on local history. Gollnast spent 35 years working with
Oxford’s historic buildings and areas in the city
planning department. Dance has been director of
Oxford Preservation Trust, a charity that owns more
than 900 acres and listed buildings in and around the
city, since 1999. 

Malcolm Graham

Edith Gollnast 
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christopher Lloyd

What on Earth? 
Shakespeare
4pm / Blackwell’s Marquee / Free
See Thursday at 11am for further details
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Alev Scott

Turkish Awakening

4pm / Oxford Martin School: 
Seminar Room / £11
Anglo-Turkish journalist Alev Scott explores the
changes in Turkish society and the roots of the
patriotism that characterises every Turk. Recent
protests have uncovered the simmering tensions in
Turkey, where the last decade’s economic success has
been accompanied by autocratic rule by the religious
Justice and Development Party. Middle Class Turks have
begun to voice their protests, while the religious
working class says things have never been better. Scott
looks ahead to the future for a country that is very
much in the public eye.

Scott was born in London to a Turkish mother and
British father. She studied classics at Oxford before
moving to Turkey in 2011. She taught Latin at the
Bosphorous University before working as a freelance
journalist for the British press. 

Alev Scott

dominic  Frisby

Life After the State

4pm / Oxford Martin School: 
Lecture Theatre / £11
Writer, actor and stand-up comedian Dominic Frisby
argues that we would all be richer and happier in a
world without the state. He says a world without the
state would not be as terrifying as many predict and
that the Government should take less action to tackle
the economic crisis, not more. Frisby looks at the
banks, the NHS, schools, the tax system, and the way
we do business and discusses alternative ways of doing
things.

Frisby, an expert on gold and silver who writes a
weekly column for MoneyWeek, says people should
keep the money they earn and be empowered to
spend it on the services they want. That, he argues, will
lead to an improvement in standards, while people’s
intrinsic compassion would ensure those in need
received help. 

Dominic  Frisby

Supported by 

Ian and Carol Sellars
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4pm / Corpus Christi College: Rainold’s Room / £11
The familiar world of the book is facing some key challenges. These
include the decline of bookselling on the high street, the growth in
the sales of ebooks, and competition from other media. There is
continued experimentation around the book in digital form, exploring
non-linear narratives and the use of multimedia. Meanwhile, for
authors there are many new routes available for finding a readership,
including self-publishing or using crowdfunding to finance publication.
Will traditional publishing survive in this environment? Why do
authors still need publishers? Should readers have a greater say in
what is published? Our expert panel considers these and other
questions.

Nigel Newton is the founder and chief executive of Bloomsbury
Publishing, which publishes 2000 books a year and employs 500
people. Its authors include J K Rowling, Margaret Atwood, William
Boyd and  Ben Macintyre. Richard Ovenden is Bodley’s Librarian. He
has worked at the Bodleian Library for ten years as keeper of special
collections and, prior to his recent appointment, as deputy librarian.
Anthony Cheetham has enjoyed a long career at senior levels in
publishing including founding or running, Orion, Abacus, Futura,
Century, Quercus, Corvus and Head of Zeus. Tim Waterstone is the
founder of Waterstones, the third largest bookseller in the world. The
event is chaired by Angus Phillips, director of the Oxford International
Centre for Publishing Studies at Oxford Brookes University. His most
recent book is Turning the Page: The evolution of the book, which
examines the effects of digital and other developments on the book
itself.

Presented by the Oxford International 
Centre for Publishing Studies 
at Oxford Brookes University 

Nigel Newton, richard Ovenden, Anthony cheetham and Tim Waterstone.
chaired by Angus Phillips
e Future of Publishing

Anthony Cheetham

Tim Waterstone

Nigel Newton
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Andrew King

Stars: A Very Short Introduction

5.15pm / Blackwell’s Marquee / Free 
Welcome to a Very Short Introduction soapbox. A short
talk lasting 15 minutes from an expert in the field. The
talk is free and takes place in the Blackwell Marquee,
next to the Sheldonian Theatre.

Astrophysicist Professor Andrew King explains how the
stars live and die. He takes a look at our own star, the
sun, and shows how the stars produce all the chemical
elements beyond helium. Understanding the stars, he
says, is key to understanding our universe and our
planet. King is head of theoretical astrophysics,
Department of Physics & Astronomy, University of
Leicester.

Sponsored by 

Andrew King

Wasfi Kani

Opera: Glamour and Grubbiness: 
the Inside Story
6pm / Corpus Christi College / £15
Wasfi Kani is joined by a singer from her celebrated
Grange Park Opera as she tells the inside story of the
opera world. Grange Park Opera was founded in 1997
by Kani and Michael Moody and quickly established
itself as a major European music festival. It is based at
Grange Park in Hampshire and stages four productions
over a seven-week season. There will be songs from the
Grange Park repertoire and afterwards you can enjoy a
glass of sparkling wine.

Kani is founder of Pimlico Opera, a former chief
executive of Garsington Opera and a graduate of St
Hilda’s College, Oxford. This event is part of the
festival’s St Hilda’s College Media Day. 

In association with

Wasfi Kani
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Fellows’ Garden at Corpus Christi College
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6pm / Sheldonian Theatre / £15-£50
At the invitation of the Chancellor of The University
of Oxford, Lord Patten of Barnes, the great Nobel-
prize-winning Turkish novelist Orhan Pamuk talks
about his life and writing. Pamuk is flying in from
Turkey to be with us, and this is a rare opportunity to
hear one of the world’s greatest living writers speak
in the UK. Pamuk was the second youngest person to
receive the Nobel Prize for Literature when he won
the award in 2006. His books have been translated
into 46 languages and he is also the holder of The
Peace Prize, the most prestigious award in Germany
in the field of culture, along with many other
international literary awards.

Pamuk’s many celebrated works include The White
Castle, Istanbul and Snow. His most recent, The
Museum of Innocence, was an international bestseller
described as an ‘enthralling, immensely enjoyable
piece of storytelling’ by the Guardian. His work often
focuses on the tensions between Western and
Eastern values and is also characterised by a
fascination with literature and the
arts.

Each year, The Chancellor of the
University of Oxford, Lord Patten of
Barnes, CH, PC, invites a figure of
international eminence to give the
Chancellor’s Lecture at the Oxford
Literary Festival, in Sir Christopher
Wren’s Sheldonian Theatre.

In 2009 the lecture was given by the
great Peruvian writer Dr Mario
Vargas Llosa (who was awarded the
Nobel Prize for Literature in 2010).

In 2010 the lecture was given by
Jung Chang, author of The Wild
Swans and Mao – the Untold Story.

In 2011 the lecture was to be given by HM King
Abdullah II of Jordan, but was postponed until a later
date.

In 2012 the lecture was given by Indian novelist
Vikram Seth – author of A Suitable Boy. 

In 2013 the lecture was delivered by Irish poet and
Nobel Prize winner Seamus Heaney.

Orhan Pamuk 

chancellor’s Lecture: Orhan Pamuk – Nobel Prize Winner

Orhan Pamuk 

Lord Patten
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david Almond talks to 
Erica Wagner
Skellig

6.00pm / Christ Church: Blue Boar / £6 
Ages 11+

Skellig, the story of two children who meet a strange
being, part owl, part angel, was David Almond’s debut
novel. Published in 1998 it won the Carnegie Medal
and the Costa Children’s Book Award (then the
Whitbread Prize). Almond is now firmly established as
one of the finest writers for young people and was
awarded the Hans Christian Andersen Award, known as
the Nobel Prize for children’s literature, in 2010. Hear
him talk about his work with Erica Wagner, former
literary editor of The Times.

Sponsored by

David Almond 

India Knight and Lucy Atkins 
chaired by david Freeman
domestic chillers: 
Why Gone Girl has us hooked
6pm / Christ Church: Festival Room 2 / £11
The Sunday Times columnist
and bestselling author of the
comic novel Mutton, India
Knight, and Sunday Times
book critic and author of the
psychological suspense debut
The Missing One, Lucy Atkins,
discuss the new genre that
has publishers in a frenzy.

There has been an explosion of
psychological suspense novels
in which home life – families,
marriages, husbands, wives –
implode dangerously. This
year, Gone Girl, by Gillian
Flynn, one of the most talked
about novels of 2013,
becomes a Hollywood movie.
A movie of SJ Watson’s Before
I Go To Sleep is also in
production. And publishers are
clamouring for more. 

Knight and Atkins discuss why this so-called ‘domestic
chiller’ genre (also known as ‘chick noir’) has become
so popular. Why can we not get enough of books in
which spouses turn out to be psychopaths, families
become lethal, and nothing at home is as it seems? Is
the name ‘chick noir’ belittling or accurate? Is this all a
displaced fear of terrorism or a response to social
media? Is this genre really new? The discussion will
range from Jane Eyre and Rebecca to women’s and
detective fiction, social media, and what it is like to be
a writer faced with current literary trends. 

India Knight 

Lucy Atkins 
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Margaret Atwood
hosted by Antonio Simoes, hSBc
closing Festival dinner

7.30pm / Christ Church: Hall / £120

7.30pm Reception, 8.30pm dinner in Christ Church Hall. £120 (includes reception, dinner, wines
and a signed copy of Margaret Atwood’s latest novel, MaddAddam). Dress Code – Black Tie.

Join our guest speaker, multi-award-winning Canadian novelist, poet and critic Margaret Atwood at
this year’s prestigious closing dinner in the historic surroundings of Christ Church.

Dinner will be in the Great Hall of Christ Church, a college that has inspired many writers including
Alice in Wonderland author Lewis Carroll, or Charles Dodgson as he was known in college. The
college continues to inspire today, the Great Hall being the model for Hogwart’s Hall in the Harry
Potter movies. The evening’s food will be prepared by Christ Church executive chef Chris Simms and
his team.

Following dinner, Atwood, a winner of the Booker award, will talk about her novels. MaddAddam is
the thrilling conclusion to the internationally celebrated trilogy that started with Oryx and Crake
and Year of the Flood. A man-made plague has swept the earth, but a small group survives
alongside the green-eyed Crakers, a gentle species bio-engineered to replace humans.

Atwood has written more than 40 books of fiction, poetry and critical essays, including the classic
novel, The Handmaid’s Tale. The Blind Assassin won the 2000 Booker prize, and four other novels
have made the shortlist. Her last two novels sold more than a million copies in the English
language. 




