
sophia Waugh

cooking People: e Writers Who
Taught the English How to Eat

10am / Christ Church: Blue Boar / £11
Novelist and biographer
Sophia Waugh looks back
at the cookery writers of
the past and shows how
they have changed the
way we eat. She also gives
her own interesting
perspective on domestic
cookery today. Waugh
goes back to Hannah
Woolley, the 17th-century
author who was the first
to make a living out of
cookery writing, and
traces the genre to the
much-loved writing of Isabella Beeton and Elizabeth
David. Cooking People gives an insight into the
domestic cookery at the heart of our culture and
includes recipes that still work today. 

Waugh is author of four novels and a biography of
Marina, Duchess of Kent. 

Sponsored by

In association with
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Martin Brown

Horrible Histories

10am / Corpus Christi College / £6    Ages 8 –12

Horrible Histories illustrator Martin Brown brings art to
life in an action-packed show full of jokes, stories and
live drawing. Find out fabulous facts from history and
see drawings leap from his pen with suggestions from
the audience adding to the fun.

The first Horrible History book, written by Terry Deary
and illustrated by Brown, was published in 1993. The
series went on to become a BAFTA award-winning
CBBC show and stage show and there are now almost
100 books ranging from histories of the Romans and
Greeks to the Stuarts, and the First World War.

Sponsored by

Martin Brown

Sophia Waugh
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robin Waterfield

Taken at the Flood: e roman
conquest of Greece

10am / Christ Church: Festival Room 2 / £11
Writer and translator Robin Waterfield tells how the
Romans brutally and swiftly conquered the Greek
empire in the third century BC. It took only 60 years
for Rome to subdue the vast empire it admired and to
which it owed so much. The conquest of Greece is
central to the story of Rome and its empire, says
Waterfield. He explains how the Romans developed a
highly sophisticated means of dominance by remote
control, using authority and diplomacy to keep order
rather than armies. And he shows the impact the
conquest of Greece had on Rome’s own culture and
identity.

Waterfield has translated numerous Greek classics and
is also author of Why Socrates Died: Dispelling the
Myths; Athens: A History; and Dividing the Spoils: the
War for Alexander the Great’s Empire.

Robin Waterfield

christine riding

Turner and the sea

10am / Ashmolean Museum: 
Headley Lecture Theatre / £11
Art curator Christine Riding gives an illustrated talk on
J M W Turner’s lifelong fascination with the sea. The
talk and book, co-authored with history of art lecturer
Richard Johns, coincide with a major new Turner
exhibition at the National Maritime Museum in
London. 

Riding, senior curator of paintings and head of arts at
the museum, looks at important but rarely seen works
and throws new light on well-known seascapes such as
The Fighting ‘Temeraire’, The Wreck of a Transport Ship
and The Battle of Trafalgar. She examines Turner’s
response to the work of his British contemporaries,
John Constable, Augustus Wall Callcott and Richard
Parkes Bonington; looks at what was at stake for
maritime painting during the Napoleonic wars; and
assesses Turner’s impact on later artists. 

In association with

Christine Riding

Turner – The Battle of Trafalgar (1823) © National Maritime Museum
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Jonny duddle

e Pirates next door

10am / Christ Church: 
Blue Boar Exhibition Room / £6             Ages 5-9
Ahoy there
shipmates! Jonny
Duddle the author
behind the award-
winning series, The
Pirates Next Door, is
making a special visit
to Oxford. Come
along for stories and
swashbuckling fun,
and learn how to
draw pirates too. 

Duddle is the author
and illustrator of the
hugely successful
Templar picture
books, The Pirate Cruncher, The Pirates Next Door, and
King of Space. Pirates Next Door won the Waterstone’s
Children’s Book Prize. Duddle was also a character
designer for Aardman Animation’s Oscar-nominated
The Pirates.

Sponsored by

Jonny Duddle

alastair Lack

Literary Oxford with alastair Lack

11am / Meet outside St John’s College Lodge, 
St Giles / £25
Explore Oxford colleges and landmark buildings in the
company of the poets A E Housman, A C Swinburne,
Edward Thomas and Robert Bridges, as well as writers
such as Dorothy Sayers, Graham Greene, Kingsley Amis
and Barbara Pym – not forgetting J R R Tolkein and
Lewis Carroll (Charles Dodgson). Starting from St
John’s College, where Housman and Philip Larkin were
undergraduates, the walk lasts two hours and ends at
Christ Church. 

Alastair Lack

choral Matins

10am / Christ Church: Cathedral /FREE

All are welcome. 

S O L D  O U TS O L D  O U T

John Gordon-reid

What on Earth? 
nature

11am / Blackwell’s Marquee / Free
See Thursday at 11am for further details
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Kristina stephenson

sir charlie stinky socks and the 
Tale of the Wizard’s Whisper

12 noon / Corpus Christi College / £6
Ages 4-8

Sir Charlie Stinky Socks is back! Join Oxford Literary
Festival favourite Kristina Stephenson on Sir Charlie’s
most fearsome quest yet, along a treacherous track,
through a spooky-wooky wood and into a deep, dark
cave to . . .  well, come along to find out. Storytelling at
its best with songs, music and sound effects.

Sponsored by

Kristina Stephenson

John Harris

Gin Tasting

12 noon / Christ Church: Hall / £20 
Gin, the sophisticated cocktail ingredient with a long
and colourful history, has made a great journey to
become our favourite spirit aperitif. Today, this
versatile, restorative beverage offers an astonishing
range of flavours, fragrances and varieties. Britain is still
home to the world’s best dry gins, a reputation
enhanced by a recent proliferation of innovative
boutique products. This is now challenged by
continental newcomers, but enhanced by a sparkling
new range of tonics. 

Take a short break from the festival’s literary treats and
join John Harris, who leads a tasting of contrasting
gins, flavoured by mysterious botanicals and exotic
fruits. Discover your favourite G&T combination – and
remember to leave the car at home.

John Harris
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12 noon / Sheldonian / £6-£15            Ages 9+
Michael Morpurgo, former Children’s Laureate and the
award-winning author of War Horse and Private Peaceful,
presents a special performance of his book, The Mozart
Question. Together with actress Alison Reid, violinist
Daniel Pioro and a young string quartet he interweaves
words and music, bringing to life this haunting tale of
survival against the odds, set against the background of
the Holocaust. 

When Lesley is sent to Venice to interview world-
renowned violinist Paulo Levi on his 50th birthday, she
cannot believe her luck. She is told that she can ask him
anything at all – except the
Mozart question. But it is
Paulo himself who decides
that it is time for the truth to
be told. And so follows the
story of his parents who, as
Jewish prisoners of war, were
forced to play Mozart violin
concerti for the enemy; how
they watched fellow Jews
being led off to their deaths
and knew that they were
playing for their lives. 

The Mozart Question explores
how something so sublime as
Mozart’s music can be used
for evil purposes, but with
such a light touch that it
shirks nothing and yet is
supremely suitable for family
audiences.

Adapted and directed by
Simon Reade.

Sponsored by

Michael Morpurgo

e Mozart Question concert

Michael Morpurgo

In association with 
The Manor Prep School,
Abingdon, and Walker Books
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Paul Bailey 
talks to Paul Blezard
e Prince’s Boy

12 noon / Corpus Christi College: 
Rainold’s Room / £11
Award-winning
novelist Paul Bailey
introduces his latest
work, The Prince’s Boy.
Set in 1927, it sees
19-year-old Dinu
Grigorescu arrive in
Paris from his home of
Bucharest with literary
ambitions, sent by his
father to enjoy the
pleasures of Parisian
life. He meets a fellow
Romanian, a Prince’s
boy, who becomes his
teacher in the ways of
the world.

Bailey is a regular visitor to Romania and has used his
experiences to inform the novel. He has written 11
novels including At the Jerusalem, winner of a
Somerset Maugham Award and an Arts Council Writer’s
Award; Peter Smart’s Confessions and Gabriel’s Lament,
both short-listed for the Booker; and most recently
Chapman’s Odyssey. He has received the E M Forster
Award and the George Orwell Memorial Award.

Paul Bailey 

Photo: Jonathan Ring

clive Finlayson

e Improbable Primate: How Water
shaped Human Evolution

12 noon / Christ Church: Blue Boar / £11

Expert on Neanderthal man Professor Clive Finlayson
takes an ecological approach to the evolution of man.
Finlayson, who trained in Oxford as an evolutionary
ecologist, is director of the Gibraltar Museum and has
been researching the final stand of Neanderthals on
Gibraltar. In his new work, Finlayson argues that the
availability of water in particular played a critical role
in human evolution and in the success of the species.
The challenge of seeking water in a drying landscape
moulded the minds and bodies of early humans and
directed their migrations and settlements.

Finlayson has published widely on
Neanderthal man and his other
books include Neanderthals and
Modern Humans: An Ecological and
Evolutionary Perspective  and The
Humans Who Went Extinct.

In association with HM Government of Gibraltar

Clive Finlayson



sunday 
MarcH 201430

220

caroline sandon 
talks to Gwenan Edwards
Burnt norton

12 noon / Christ Church: Festival Room 2 / £11
Debut novelist Caroline Sandon talks about her
historical novel inspired by the home she lives in and
the tragic events of
1741 when its then
owner Sir William
Keyt set fire to
himself and the house
in a fit of madness.
His troubles had
started with an affair
with his wife’s maid
and then the
attempted murder of
the butler. Sandon’s
novel opens in 1731
with the death of
Keyt’s youngest son in
an accident and
follows his destructive
passion as he ruins both his family and his once-grand
home.

Sandon dreamt of being a writer from the moment she
won her first national poetry competition at ten.
However, life took a different course including a law
degree, a spell as a model, and later founding an
interior design company working on many of England’s
grand houses. What remained of Norton House was
acquired by Sandon’s husband’s ancestors 250 years
ago and has remained in the family ever since. 

Gwenan Edwards is a journalist and a presenter for
BBC Television.

Sponsored by

Caroline Sandon 

Patrick Bishop
talks to Lucian Hudson
e reckoning: How the Killing of
One Man changed the Fate of the
Promised Land

12 noon / Oxford Martin School: 
Seminar Room / £11
Bestselling writer Patrick
Bishop talks to the chairman
of Liberal Judaism, Lucian
Hudson, about his new book
on the wartime killing of
Avraham Stern, leader of the
militant Zionist group, the
Stern Gang. Bishop tells the
story of Stern and the
middle-class Londoner,
assistant superintendent
Geoffrey Morton, sent to
track him down. The
spectacular and murderous crimes of the Stern Gang
had caused outrage among both British and Jewish
groups. Morton cornered Stern in Tel Aviv and shot him
dead. The events of that day had a major impact on
British rule in Palestine and on the events that shaped
the birth of Israel.

Bishop is bestselling author of Fighter Boys, Bomber
Boys, 3 Para and Target Tirpitz. He was for many years
Middle East correspondent for the Daily Telegraph.
Hudson is director of communications at the Open
University and a former director of communications
and press secretary at the Foreign and Commonwealth
Office. He is a member of the Jewish Leadership
Council and, since 2009, has been chairman of the
progressive Judaism organisation Liberal Judaism. 

Patrick Bishop

Festival Ideas Partner
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Jon Miller, Lucy Parker and Michael
Woodford. chaired by Bidisha
Big Business: a Force for Good or Ill?

12 noon / Oxford Martin School: 
Lecture Theatre / £11
Big business is never far from the news, whether it be
the bankers and their huge bonuses or corporate giants
perceived to be riding roughshod over local
communities. But is the story as simple as that? Is big
business solely about the pursuit of profit? Can big
business pursue profit but also meet some of the social
and technological challenges we face today? Our panel
aims to throw some light on the subject.

Jon Miller and Lucy Parker are co-authors of
Everybody’s Business: The Unlikely Story of How Big
Business Can Fix the World. They show how some of
today’s leading companies are realising that lasting
success comes from having a broader purpose than
simple profit, and that many are driving their business
forward by tackling some of the challenges we face.
Miller and Parker are both partners in leading corporate
communications business, Brunswick. 

Michael Woodford was president and chief executive of
the iconic Nikkei listed Japanese corporate giant,
Olympus. He blew the whistle on his own company
and exposed a $1.7bn accounting fraud. Exposure is his
gripping account of how he chose the truth over his
multimillion dollar salary.

Chaired by critic, journalist and broadcaster Bidisha.

Bidisha

Kelly Grovier

100 Works of art at Will define
Our age

12 noon / Ashmolean Museum:  
Headley Lecture Theatre / £11
Poet, historian and literary critic Kelly Grovier predicts
which artists and which works of art will come to
define the last two decades. Grovier compiles a list of
artworks from 1989 to the present day that have
made the greatest impact and that reflect some of the
major cultural upheavals of recent times, from the fall
of the Berlin Wall to the arrival of the Arab Spring.
Among the artists featured are Marina Abramovic, Ai
Weiwei, Banksy, Matthew Barney, Christian Boltanski,
Louise Bourgeois, Maurizio Cattelan, Marlene Dumas,
Olafur Eliasson, Tracey Emin, Andreas Gursky, Damien
Hirst, David Hockney, Cristina Iglesias, On Kawara, Jeff
Koons, Ernesto Neto, Gerhard Richter, Pipilotti Rist,
Santiago Sierra, Do-Ho Suh, and Artur Zmijewski.

Grovier writes regularly on art for the Times Literary
Supplement and theObserver. He is co-founder of the
scholarly journal, European Romantic Review.

In association with 

Kelly Grovier

The Ashmolean
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Keith Grint

Leadership: a Very short Introduction

1.15pm  / Blackwell's Marquee / Free
Welcome to a Very Short Introduction soapbox. A short
talk lasting 15 minutes from an expert in the field. The
talk is free and takes place in the Blackwell's Marquee.

Professor of public leadership at Warwick Business
School Keith Grint calls for a rethink of understanding
on leadership. He looks at the way leadership has
evolved from its appearance in ancient societies,
through the early writings on the subject of Plato, Sun
Tzu and Machiavelli, to the way social, economic and
political contexts undermine particular types of
leadership. 

Sponsored by 

Keith Grint

Eleanor catton talks to 
natalie Haynes
e Luminaries

2pm / Sheldonian Theatre / £11-£25
Winner of the 2013
Man Booker Prize
Eleanor Catton talks to
former stand-up comic,
writer and 2013 Booker
judge Natalie Haynes
about her award-
winning novel, The
Luminaries. Catton is the
youngest winner of the
Man Booker at 28 and
her novel was chosen
ahead of works by the
likes of Jim Crace and Colm
Toibin. It is also the longest novel at 832 pages to
win the prize. The Luminaries is set in the goldfields
of Catton’s native New Zealand in the second half
of the 19th century and follows Walter Moody as he

comes across a series of
unsolved crimes. The
novel is a rich evocation
of the period, a gripping
mystery and a ghost
story. Chair of the Booker
judges Robert Macfarlane
said: ‘Maturity is evident
in every sentence, in the
rhythms and balances. It
is a novel of astonishing
control.’

Catton was born in
Canada and raised in New Zealand. Her debut novel,
The Rehearsal, won the Adam Prize in Creative
Writing and the Betty Trask Award. Haynes is a
writer, broadcaster, reviewer and classicist and
former stand-up comic. She appears at another
festival event to talk about her first novel, The
Amber Fury. 

Sponsored by

Eleanor Catton 

Photo: Robert C
atto
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Kevin crossley-Holland 
talks to nicolette Jones
e History of the Wizard

2pm / Christ Church: Hall / £6                 Ages 9+
Award-winning children’s writer Kevin Crossley-
Holland, dressed as Merlin, talks to the consultant
director of the festival’s children’s and young people’s
programme, Nicolette Jones, about the history of the
wizard. 

Merlin was a magician, shape-changer, and prophet
who could foretell the future. He steered the birth and
destiny of King Arthur, and has lived for centuries
through British and European stories, from medieval
myths to modern classics such as those by Crossley-
Holland. His literary descendants include Tolkien’s
Gandalf, Terry Pratchett’s Rincewind and J K Rowling’s
Dumbledore, not to mention Harry Potter, the boy
wizard.

Crossley-Holland was transformed into Merlin for The
Story Museum’s forthcoming 26 Characters exhibition
about favourite fictional folk. He becomes Merlin once
again to talk about the arch-enchanter and his famous
deeds. Crossley-Holland is author of the Arthur trilogy,
The Seeing Stone, King of the Middle March, and  At the
Crossing Places. The trilogy, set in medieval times,
blends the story of young Arthur de Caldicot with the
tales and exploits of his legendary namesake King
Arthur.

Crossley-Holland is a poet and multi-award-winning
author. The Arthur trilogy has been translated into 25
languages. The Seeing Stone won the Guardian
Children’s Fiction Award, the Smarties Prize Bronze
Medal, and the Tir na n-Og Award. He has translated
Beowulf from the Anglo-Saxon and has published
retellings of traditional tales including The Penguin
Book of Norse Myths and British Folk Tales. He won the
Carnegie Medal in 1985 for Storm and was shortlisted
for the 2008 Carnegie Medal for Gatty’s Tale.

This event is held in association 
with the Story Museum Oxford. 

Kevin Crossley-Holland 

steven Butler

e diary of dennis the Menace

2pm / Corpus Christi College / £6        Ages 6 –9
Steven Butler, author of The Wrong Pong series, gives
the inside story on every cheeky trick and prank played
by the star of The Beano. Meet Dennis, Gnasher and
friends (and enemies) and explore Beanotown with
Dennis as your guide.

Butler is an actor, dancer and trained circus performer.
The Wrong Pong, a story for over-fives, was shortlisted
for the Roald Dahl Funny Prize. The Diary of Dennis the
Menace celebrates the 75th anniversary of the popular
children’s comic.

Sponsored by

Steven Butler
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Mary Hoffman, Penny dolan, 
celia rees and Leslie Wilson
daughters of Time: stories of Great
Women from British History

2pm / Christ Church: Festival Room 2 / £6
Ages 10+

A panel of top authors, all
contributors to a new anthology
Daughters of Time, discuss the
cause of women’s rights through
the ages and the great women
who played a leading role in it. The
anthology includes stories of
famous women told through fresh
eyes. They include the stories of
Queen Boudicca, Aethelfled,
Eleanor of Aquitaine, Julian of
Norwich, Lady Jane Grey, Elizabeth
Stuart, Aphra Behn, Mary
Wollestonecraft, Mary Anning,
Mary Seacole, Emily Davison, Amy
Johnson and the Greenham
Common women.

Mary Hoffman is editor of the
anthology and author of more
than 90 books for children
including the picture book,
Amazing Grace, and the
Stravaganza series of fantasy
novels and historical novels. Penny
Dolan is a children’s writer and
storyteller who has written many
books for younger readers. Her
recent A Boy Called M.O.U.S.E. was
her first book for older children.
Celia Rees is a writer for teenagers
with an international reputation.
Her novel, Witch Child, is widely
read in secondary schools and was
included in the Booktrust’s
Ultimate List: The 100 Best
Children’s Books published in the
last 100 years. Leslie Wilson writes
novels and short stories for adults and children. Her
novel about the Holocaust, Saving Rafael, was
nominated for the Carnegie Medal.

Penny Dolan

Celia Rees

Leslie Wilson

Mary Hoffman

Pip Jones

squishy McFluff: e Invisible cat

2pm / Christ Church: Blue Boar / £6   Ages 4+
Join Pip Jones to find
out all about Ava and
her mischievous
invisible cat, Squishy
Mcfluff. You have to
imagine hard to see
Squishy properly, but
that should be easy for
children. During this
interactive event you’ll
help create the
ultimate imaginary pet
and hear some of Ava
and Squishy’s
adventures for yourself.

Jones  won the inaugural Greenhouse Funny Prize with
the Squishy McFluff series.

Sponsored by

Pip Jones

John Gordon-reid

What on Earth? 
science and Engineering

2pm / Blackwell’s Marquee / Free
See Thursday at 11am for further details
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andrew Hussey

e French Intifada: e Long War
Between France and its arabs

2pm / Oxford Martin School: 
Lecture Theatre /
£11
Britain’s leading
commentator on
France Andrew Hussey
examines the tortured
relationship between
France and its ex-
colonies, from the early
days of empire to
contemporary
eruptions of violence in
the Paris suburbs.
Hussey says there is a
war going on in the
deprived banlieues of France’s cities between the
French state and the former subjects of its empire.
Hussey mixes history, politics and literature and his
own extensive personal experience to paint a new
picture of France and its war. He looks at Napoleon’s
obsession with all things Oriental and the armed
colonization of Algeria, Morocco and Tunisia that led to
decades of bloody conflict. And he reveals the role
played by the Magreb countries in shaping French
history and the challenge being mounted today on
France by the dispossessed heirs of empire.

Hussey is Dean of the University of London Institute in
Paris, writer/presenter of several BBC documentaries on
French food and art, and author of The Game of War:
The Life and Death of Guy Debord, and Paris: The Secret
History.

Andrew Hussey

Ed Webb-Ingall, stephen Farthing and
James Mackay talk to Will Gompertz
derek Jarman’s sketchbooks and a
showing of Glitterbug

2pm / Ashmolean Museum: 
Headley Lecture Theatre / £12 
It is 20 years since the death of artist, filmmaker,
writer, painter, poet and gay icon Derek Jarman, and
2014 is being marked by a year-long celebration of his
work. Ed Webb-Ingall and Stephen Farthing, editors of
Derek Jarman’s Sketchbooks, talk to BBC arts
correspondent Will Gompertz about the man and his
influence. Film producer James Mackay, who
collaborated with Jarman on his films from 1981, will
then introduce a showing of Jarman’s film Glitterbug.

Webb-Ingall, a film producer, and Farthing, the
professor of drawing at the University of the Arts,
London, and a member of the Royal Academy of Arts,
have collated the best of Jarman’s sketchbooks. They
contain poetry, drawings, autobiographical notes and
scripts that reveal Jarman’s filmmaking process in
greater depth than ever before. 

Glitterbug was made for the BBC Arena arts
programme and broadcast shortly after Jarman’s death
in 1994. It consists of film strips shot by Jarman in
Super-8 between 1971 and 1986, offering glimpses
into his lifestyle, and set to a score by Brian Eno.

This event lasts two hours

In association with

Supported by 

Ian and Carol Sellars

Festival Ideas Partner
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Tony Bradman, Jamila Gavin, 
Marcia Williams and Bernard ashley
stories of World War One

4pm / Corpus Christi College / £6         Ages 10+
As commemorations for the start of World War One
get underway, three top children’s authors discuss the
ways of imagining and describing the emotions of
those people who were caught up in the war and its
aftermath. 

Tony Bradman has written books for all ages and is
particularly known for the Dilly the Dinosaur series. His
recent works include Viking Boy and Young Merlin.
Jamila Gavin is an award-winning writer who has
published a series of teenage novels. Her most recent,
The Blood Stone, is set in 17th-century Venice and
Hindustan. Marcia Williams is a writer and illustrator
whose recent works include Lizzy Bennet’s Diary, a
retelling of Pride and Prejudice, and The Elephant’s
Friend and Other Tales from Ancient India. Bernard
Ashley is a former head teacher now full-time writer of
young people’s books. He has written more than 20
novels and been shortlisted for the Carnegie Medal
three times.

Jamila Gavin

andrew Kidd and Mark Haddon

e Folio Prize: e art of
storytelling

4pm / Corpus Christi College: 
Rainolds Room / £11
The Folio Prize is the new kid on the block of literary
prizes – the first award to be open to English language
fiction from all over the world, nominated and judged
by respected critics and authors from The Folio Prize
Academy.  Join founder of the prize, literary agent
Andrew Kidd, and a panel of academicians (to be
announced; see website for details) including Costa
award-winning author of The Curious Incident of the
Dog in the Night-Time, Mark Haddon, for a stimulating
event on the art of storytelling.

Presented by

Andrew Kidd

Mark Haddon

John Gordon-reid

What on Earth? 
sport

4pm / Blackwell’s Marquee / Free
See Thursday at 11am for further details
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andrew Lycett

Wilkie collins: a Life of sensation

4pm / Christ Church: Blue Boar / £11
Biographer Andrew Lycett uncovers a brilliant, witty,
friendly, contrary and sensual Wilkie Collins deeply
committed to his writing. Collins’s detective novel, The
Moonstone, was described by T S Eliot as the greatest
English detective novel. It was written in 1868 at a
time when Collins was struggling with illness, the
death of his mother and the announcement by his
live-in mistress that she was tired of his relationship
with another woman and was going to marry someone
else. In response, Collins increased his huge intake of
opium and set about completing the book. All of this
was unknown to the outside world, and Lycett’s
investigative study draws out the real Wilkie Collins,
placing him at the heart of the literary, artistic and
historical movement of his age.

Lycett is a former foreign correspondent turned
biographer. His books include acclaimed lives of Ian
Fleming, Dylan Thomas, Rudyard Kipling and Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle.

Andrew Lycett

sarah Pleydell and rose solari
chaired by Bill Heine
Writing Family, Writing country:
Questions of Identity in Two 
new novels

4pm / Christ Church: Festival Room 2 / £11
Two first-time novelists explore the ways in which
families and countries of origin function as concentric
circles of identity for characters who face unresolved
conflicts both personal and public. 

In Cologne, Sarah Pleydell
depicts the London landscape of
the early 1960s as German au-
pair Renate arrives to meet her
new children. It is their parents,
however, she is unprepared for,
as the mother, Helen, knows
more about Nazi Germany than
she does, and the father, Jack,
disarms her with his charm. In A
Secret Woman, Rose Solari
explores how an estranged American mother and
daughter can be reconciled, after the mother’s death,
in the realm of England’s myth and history. This other
country becomes an agent of forgiveness and
reinvention for the daughter as well as for her mother.

Pleydell is an award-winning writer,
performer and playwright, who
teaches English and writing at
the University of Maryland.
Rose Solari is the author of
three full-length collections of
poetry, Difficult Weather,
Orpheus in the Park, and The Last
Girl (due Autumn 2014); and  a one-act play, Looking
for Guenevere. She is a research member of Kellogg
College, Oxford, attached to the Centre for Creative
Writing, and serves on the centre’s advisory panel. 

Rose Solari

This event is part of
the American strand at
this year’s festival.
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  archie Brown

e Myth of the strong Leader

4pm / Oxford Martin School: 
Lecture Theatre / £11
Politics expert Archie Brown, who first alerted Prime
Minister Margaret Thatcher to the existence and
potential significance of a reform-minded future Soviet
leader called Mikhail Gorbachev, challenges the
widespread belief that strong leaders – those who
dominate their colleagues and the policy-making
process – are the most successful and admirable.
Within democracies, although ‘strong leaders’ are
seldom as strong or independent as they purport to be,
the idea that one and the same person is entitled to
take all the big decisions is, he argues, dangerous
nonsense. A more collegial leadership is too often
dismissed as weakness and its advantages overlooked.
Within authoritarian regimes, a more collective
leadership is a lesser evil compared with personal
dictatorship, where cultivation of the myth of the
strong leader is often a prelude to oppression and
carnage. 

In reality, Brown contends, only a minority of political
leaders make a big difference, by challenging
assumptions about the politically possible or setting in
motion systemic change. Franklin D. Roosevelt and
Lyndon B. Johnson, Willy Brandt and Mikhail
Gorbachev, Deng Xiaoping and Nelson Mandela,
Margaret Thatcher and Tony Blair are among the
leaders Brown has examined in his wide-ranging book. 

Brown is emeritus professor of politics at Oxford
University. His previous books include The Gorbachev
Factor and The Rise and Fall of Communism.
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Lauren child talks to 
nicolette Jones
ruby redfort catch your death

4.30pm / Sheldonian Theatre / £6-£15
Lauren Child, the award-
winning, bestselling
creator of Charlie and
Lola and Clarice Bean,
talks to the consultant
director of the festival’s
children’s and young
people’s programme
Nicolette Jones about
her books, including her
new adventure series,
Ruby Redfort, which
stars a code-cracking,
death-defying,
gadget-loving genius.
The third book in the
series is called Catch
Your Death.

Child’s books have
sold millions and
been translated into
dozens of languages.
She has won many
prizes including the
Smarties Prize four
times, the Kate
Greenaway Medal
and the Red House Children’s Book Award.
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