
Philip Davis

e Literary agenda: Reading 
and the Reader

10am / Bodleian: Divinity School / £11
Editor and academic Professor Philip Davis defends the
value of reading serious literature and argues that
literary thinking should be brought into the ordinary
thinking of the world, particularly at a time when the
arts and humanities are under threat. Reading and the
Reader is one of an Oxford University Press series of
short polemical monographs about the importance of
literature and of reading in the wider world and about
the state of literary education inside schools and
universities. 

Davis is a professor of English literature, editor of The
Reader magazine and director of the Centre for
Research into Reading (CRILS) at the University of
Liverpool. He has published widely on Shakespeare,
Samuel Johnson, the Victorians, Bernard Malamud, and
on reading itself.

Poet David Constantine will talk about his work,
Poetry, in the same series at another festival event.

Philip Davis
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Claudia Roden
talks to Donald Sloan
e Food of Italy

10am / Corpus Christi College / £11
World-renowned cookery writer
Claudia Roden talks to the head
of Oxford Gastronomica Donald
Sloan about her freshly updated
classic work, The Food of Italy. It is
25 years since the first publication of the book and,
while many of the recipes remain fresh and timeless,
Roden has updated more than 30 per cent to fit
modern tastes and included some new ones. For the
first time, the book is fully illustrated and includes
photos of recipes and of local Italian scenes.

Roden was born and brought up in Cairo. Her
bestselling A Book of Middle Eastern Food revolutionised
attitudes to the cuisine of the Middle East when it was
published in 1968. Her work has always been
characterised by a particular interest in the social and
historical background to the food she is writing about
and has received great critical acclaim. Other works
include Mediterranean Cookery with Claudia Roden and
The Food of Spain. Roden is winner of many awards,
including six Glenfiddich awards, two Andre Simon
awards, four World Gourmand awards, the James Beard
Best Cookbook of the Year award in the USA, and the
National Jewish Book Award in the USA. 

Sloan is head of the Oxford School of Hospitality
Management at Oxford Brookes University and chair of
Oxford Gastronomica, a specialist centre for the study
of food, drink and culture, that works to enhance our
relationship with food and drink, and to celebrate their
place in our lives. 

This event is part of the Italian Day.

Presented by                         Sponsored by

Claudia Roden 

Photo: Red Saunders

Italian Day

Festival London Hotel Partner

Bodleian Libraries
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  OX F O R D

Festival Cultural Partner
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tracy Borman 415

Witches: a tale of Sorcery, Scandal
and Seduction

10am / Christ Church: Blue Boar / £11
Historian Tracy Borman traces the dramatic events at
Belvoir Castle in the 17th century when one of
Britain’s great noble families was stricken with a
mystery – and in some cases fatal – illness, blamed on
witches. The case was one of those that became part
of the European witch craze between the 15th and
18th centuries. Suspected witches were burned,
hanged or tortured. The case of the Earl of Rutland was
typical in many ways but, as Borman reveals, there was
much more to it, including a conspiracy masterminded
by a Machiavellian figure at the Jacobean court that
has remained hidden for centuries.

Borman is author of several highly acclaimed books
including Matilda: Queen of the Conqueror and
Elizabeth’s Women. She is chief executive of the
Heritage Education Trust and interim chief curator of
Historic Royal Palaces.

Tracy Borman

Polly Coles

e Politics of Washing: 
Real Life in Venice

10am / Christ Church: Festival Room 2 / £11
Polly Coles peels back the
tourist facade and looks at the
real Venice. She examines Venice
from the point of view of its
dwindling population and asks
whether there is a future for this unique community
away from the museums and the palaces. She finds  a
tale both of noble families and of long-time Venetians
who can no longer afford to live in their city. 

Coles writes fiction and about art and abridges for BBC
Radio 4’s Book at Bedtime and Book of the Week. She
was closely involved in the recording of the complete
Arkangel Shakespeare for Pacificus Productions and,
most recently, has written texts to accompany two
exhibitions at the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, Stratford.
She divides her time between Italy and England.

This event is part of the Italian Day.

Sponsored by

Polly Coles Photo: Laurie Lew
is

Italian Day

W O M E N  I N  S O C I E T Y
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tim Parks

Italian Ways: On and Off the Rails
from Milan to Palermo

12 noon / Corpus Christi College / £11
Bestselling travel writer and
award-winning novelist Tim
Parks returns to the subject of
his adopted homeland with a
fresh portrait of Italy through a
witty account of its train system. Parks uses his 30
years’ experience of travelling on the Italian system,
whether a daily commute from Verona to Milan, his
regular trips to Florence and Rome, or his occasional
forays to Naples and Sicily, to reveal what he terms the
‘charmingly irritating dystopian paradise of Italy’.

Parks has lived in Italy since 1981. His accounts of life
in Northern Italy, Italian Neighbours, An Italian
Education and A Season with Verona, were all
bestsellers. He has also written more than a dozen
novels and other works of non-fiction and has won
Somerset Maugham, Betty Trask and Llewellyn Rhys
awards His novel, Europa, was shortlisted for the
Booker.

This event is part of the Italian Day.

Tim Parks Photo: Basso C
annarsa

Christopher Duggan

Fascist Voices: an Intimate history 
of Mussolini’s Italy

12 noon / Bodleian: Divinity School / £11
Historian Professor Christopher
Duggan talks about his Wolfson-
Prize-winning Fascist Voices: An
Intimate History of Mussolini’s Italy.
Duggan explores how the Italian
fascist movement became embodied in Benito
Mussolini, who attained an almost divine status in
many Italian’s eyes. He makes use of rarely examined
sources to show how the ordinary Italian experienced
fascism on a daily basis, and how it influenced their
beliefs, language and lifestyle. Why did fascism enjoy
so much support and why does the ‘cult of the Duce’
still resonate in modern Italy?

Duggan is professor of Italian history at the University
of Reading. He has written several books on modern
Italian history.

This event is part of the Italian Day.

Christopher Duggan

Italian Day Italian Day

Bodleian Libraries
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  OX F O R D

Festival Cultural Partner

In association with
FELICITY BRYAN

ASSOCIATES
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Jamie Davies

Life unfolding: how the human
Body Creates Itself

12 noon / Christ Church: Blue Boar / £11
Professor Jamie Davies uses cutting-edge science to
explain one of life’s deepest mysteries: how can a
complex human body organize itself from a simple
fertilized egg? Why do we have two arms but one
head? How come the left leg is the same size as the
right? And why are the fingerprints of identical twins
not identical? Davies argues that a convergence of
ideas from embryology, genetics, physics, networks,
and control theory is beginning to provide the real
answers.

Davies is professor of experimental anatomy at the
University of Edinburgh. He runs a laboratory that
focuses on how the organs of mammals construct
themselves and how that knowledge can be used in
medicine. 

Sponsored by

Jamie Davies

Dragon School, Oxford
enquiries@dragonschool.org

www.dragonschool.org

Co-educational, boarding and day 
prep school, 4 to 13 years 

       It never felt 
like I was at school, 
and yet I learnt 
everything here...
Tom Hiddleston, Old Dragon & Actor

Summer Open Morning 17 May 2014

C U LT U R A L  T O U R S 
& MUSIC HOLIDAYS

Kirker Holidays has created a range of carefully 
crafted escorted itineraries for those with an 

interest in Art, History, Architecture, Archaeology, 
Gardens and Music. Tours typically consist of 

between 12 and 22 like-minded travellers in the 
company of an expert tour lecturer.

f o r  d i s c e r n i n g  t r a v e l l e r s

Ask for a copy of our 2014 Cultural Tours 
& Music Holidays brochure. 

Speak to an expert : 

020 7593 2284 
quote code GXOL

w w w . k i r k e r h o l i d a y s . c o m

Box Office 0870 343 1001 • www.oxfordliteraryfestival.org



John Curtis

e Cyrus Cylinder and ancient
Persia

12 noon / Christ Church: Festival Room 2 / £11
The Cyrus Cylinder is one of the most famous objects
to have survived the ancient world and has become a
symbol of respect and tolerance for different peoples
and different faiths. It was inscribed in Babylonian
cuneiform at the behest of Persian King Cyrus in the
sixth century BC and is often referred to as the first bill
of human rights. It appears to allow freedom of
worship in the Persian empire and for deported people
to return to their homes.

The Cyrus Cylinder is held by the British Museum and
was the centrepiece of an exhibition touring the
United States in 2013. John Curtis, keeper of the
British Museum’s Middle East collections and curator
of the exhibition, explains the history and importance
of the Cyrus Cylinder.

John Curtis

tim Robson

Showing up: Making a Greater
Impact in the Work you Do

12 noon / Christ Church: Festival Room 1 / £11
Management consultant Tim Robson says do not just
live for the weekend, enjoy your job, be enthusiastic
about it and really show up. Robson explains how to
show up with enthusiasm to make a difference at work
and inspire those working with you to do the same. He
offers advice on how to engage at work and encourage
engagement in others; looks at what gets in the way of
us showing up; and examines how you can be good at
what you do.

Robson held senior positions in Prudential, Marks and
Spencer and HBOS before launching Coracle Learning,
which provides advice and support to some of the UK’s
leading companies. 

This event is part of a series at the festival on
leadership.

Sponsored by

Tim Robson
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2pm / 2.30pm / 3pm / Oxford Centre for Islamic
Studies / Free
The Oxford Centre for Islamic Studies, a recognised
independent centre of the University of Oxford, is
constructing a unique new building on the Marston
Road to house all its academic activities.  

The architecture of the building blends traditional
Oxford features with the forms and styles of the
classical period of Islam and stands as a unique symbol
of harmony between two ancient artistic and scholarly
traditions.

Visitors will have the opportunity to visit the main
areas of the building, which is nearing completion, and
to learn about the centre’s work.

Tours, lasting 30 minutes, take place daily between
Tuesday, March 25, and Saturday, March 29, at 2pm,
2.30pm and 3pm, at the Oxford Centre for Islamic
Studies, Marston Road, Oxford. 

Oxford Centre for Islamic Studies 

New Building tours
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Note: Tickets are free but must be booked either
online or through the festival box office.

Presented by the Oxford Centre for Islamic Studies.
OCIS is also presenting a special screening on March
28 of Nelson Mandela’s speech made on his 1997 visit
to Oxford.
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Paul Cartledge

ancient Greece: a Very Short
Introduction

1.15pm / Blackwell's Marquee / Free
Welcome to a Very Short Introduction soapbox. A short
talk lasting 15 minutes from an expert in the field. The
talk is free and takes place in the Blackwell's Marquee.

Professor of Greek culture at the University of
Cambridge Paul Cartledge uses the histories of 11
major Greek cities to demonstrate the most important
themes in ancient Greek history. He ranges from the
first documented use of the Greek language in 1400
BC through to the foundation of the Byzantine empire
in 330AD. Cartledge is professor of Greek culture in the
Faculty of Classics, University of Cambridge.

Sponsored by 

Paul Cartledge

Peter heather

e Restoration of Rome: Barbarian
Popes and Imperial Pretenders

2pm / Corpus Christi College / £11
Professor of medieval history and
acclaimed author of Fall of the
Roman Empire Peter Heather tells
the story of three great pretenders
who attempted to revive the Roman
Empire in Western Europe, Theoderic, Justinian and
Charlemagne. He also shows how their successors
failed to uphold the imperial dream, proof that a
Roman empire of the old kind, created by conquest,
was not possible in the Middle Ages. Instead, Heather
shows how churchmen from the barbarian north
reinvented the papacy and restored imperial power
that has lasted more than 1,000 years.

Heather is professor of medieval history at King’s
College London. He is author of the bestselling Fall of
the Roman Empire and Empires and Barbarians.

This event is part of the Italian Day.

Peter Heather

Italian Day

In association with
FELICITY BRYAN

ASSOCIATES
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Geordie Greig

Breakfast with Lucian: 
a Portrait of the artist

2pm / Bodleian: Divinity School / £11
Newspaper editor Geordie Greig recounts the
extraordinary and sometimes shocking tales told to
him by his friend, the artist Lucian Freud. Greig was
among a group of friends who regularly met Freud for
breakfast over a ten-year period. Greig recalls Freud’s
stories of death threats, escaping the Nazis, falling out
with his brother Clement, hating his mother, escaping
the Krays and painting the Queen. And he recounts
how Freud spoke candidly about dancing with Garbo
and painting Kate Moss naked. Greig has also spoken
to those close to Freud, including his many girlfriends,
models, dealers and bookmakers, to provide an
intimate portrait of one of the great British artists as a
young and old man.

Greig is editor of the Mail on Sunday and a former
editor of the London Evening Standard and of Tatler. He
has also written a book, The Kingmaker, about his
grandfather’s friendship with King George V.

Sponsored by

Geordie Greig

Marc Morris

e Norman Conquest

2pm / Christ Church: Blue Boar / £11
Historian and broadcaster Marc Morris throws new
light on 1066 and the Norman conquest of England.
The story of how William the Conqueror defeated
Harold at the Battle of Hastings is just one part of an
epic tale told by Morris. He goes back a generation to
explain how the less sophisticated Normans were able
to defeat the all-powerful and united English. He
follows William to the end of his career to show how
his hopes of a united Anglo-Norman realm were
dashed on the back of English rebellions, Viking
invasions and the demands of his fellow conquerors.
And he demonstrates how life in England was forever
changed by the coming of the Normans.

Morris studied and taught history at the universities of
London and Oxford. He presented the highly acclaimed
television series Castle and is also author of the
accompanying book and of A Great and Terrible King.

Sponsored by

Marc Morris

Box Office 0870 343 1001 • www.oxfordliteraryfestival.org
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helena attlee

e Land Where Lemons Grow: 
Italy and Its Citrus Fruit

2pm / Christ Church: Festival Room 2 / £11
Gardens writer Helena Attlee
uses the story of citrus fruit to
reveal an untold history of Italy.
Attlee explores the history of
citrus fruit from its arrival in
Calabria in the second century to today’s Slow Food
movement and cutting-edge 21st-century genetic
research. It is a story of the use of essential oils in
perfume, of the violence of the Battle of Oranges in
Ivrea, and of the early days of the Mafia in lemon
gardens outside Palermo.

Although best known for her works on Italy and the
cultural history of its gardens, Attlee has managed to
scramble over the garden wall at last, and make her
escape into a wider landscape, where research for The
Land Where Lemons Grow: The Story of Italy and its
Citrus Fruit saw her travelling from a marmalade
kitchen in the blood orange groves of eastern Sicily to
the cold and bloodied streets of Ivrea during the Battle
of Oranges. The book emerging from this journey
combines history and economics with recipes, art and
poetry to take the reader on a journey through Italy’s
cultural, moral and political past.

This event is part of the Italian Day.

Sponsored by

Helena Attlee

Robert Bartlett

Why Can the Dead Do Such Great
ings?

2pm / Christ Church: Festival Room 1 / £11
Leading medieval historian and broadcaster Professor
Robert Bartlett tells the story of the Christian cult of
the saints from the second to the sixteenth centuries.
He says you cannot truly understand culture, art,
literature, the calendar and place names without
understanding the global story of the holy dead in the
Christian tradition. He looks at the diverse lives of
those who came to be canonised, how they shaped the
architecture of major cities and the impact they had
on literature.

Bartlett is the Bishop Wardlaw Professor of Medieval
History at the University of St Andrews in Scotland. His
books include The Making of Europe, joint winner of
the Wolfson History Prize, and The Hanged Man: A Story
of Miracle, Memory, and Colonialism in the Middle Ages.
He has also written and presented documentaries on
the Middle Ages for BBC television.

Robert Bartlett

Photo: A
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Julian Baggini, antonio Carluccio and
Michael Caines talk to Donald Sloan
e Virtues of the table

4pm / Corpus Christi College / £11
You might assume we are living in a golden age of
food. Our restaurant sector is thriving; ethically reared
meat and environmentally friendly produce are widely
available; exotic ingredients, once hard to find, can be
sourced in supermarkets; and pride in regionally
distinctive cuisines is on the rise. Is this culinary
renaissance connecting us with food in any meaningful
way? Or does our obsession with celebrity chefs, the
latest fad diets, the glossiest cookbooks and ‘must-
have’ kitchen gadgets, signify that food is nothing
more than an object of fashion?

Donald Sloan, of Oxford Brookes University, is joined
by philosopher Julian Baggini, and two of the UK’s
most admired chefs, Antonio Carluccio and Michael
Caines, to explore our relationship with food.

In Virtues of the Table, Baggini argues that we are
lacking a coherent philosophy of food and that our
culinary habits are shaped by contradictory forces.
Baggini is the author of several books on philosophy
including The Pig that Wants to be Eaten. 

Carluccio has championed genuine, regional Italian
food and wine for more than 50 years. He founded the
successful Carluccio’s restaurant chain, has published
13 cookery books and recently returned to UK
television with Gennaro Contaldo in Two Greedy
Italians.

Caines is the acclaimed executive chef of Gidleigh
Park, where he has held two Michelin stars since 1999.
He is also responsible for Michael Caines Restaurants
in the Abode hotel chain. He appears regularly on
British television and his first book, Michael Caines At
Home, was published in 2013. 

Sloan is chair of Oxford Gastronomica and head of the
Oxford School of Hospitality Management at Oxford
Brookes University. 

Presented by 

Box Office 0870 343 1001 • www.oxfordliteraryfestival.org

alastair Lack

Oxford Poets with alastair Lack

2pm / Meet outside St John’s College Lodge, 
St Giles / £25
Oxford University produced a rich crop of poets in the
20th century – from First World War poets such as
Robert Graves and Edmund Blunden, through the
‘pylon poets’ of the 1920s and 1930s (such as 
W H Auden and Louis MacNeice) to Philip Larkin, Keith
Douglas and distinguished contemporary poets, not
forgetting, of course, John Betjeman. Enjoy readings
from their poetry and prose, from St John’s College to
Merton. This walk lasts two hours and ends at Christ
Church.

Alastair Lack

Antonio Carluccio

Festival London Hotel Partner

Sponsored by
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harry Freedman

e talmud: a Biography

4pm / Christ Church: Festival Room 2 / £11
Academic, writer and
entrepreneur Dr Harry
Freedman tells the
engrossing story of The
Talmud, an ancient
scripture that contains
over a million words and
runs to 35 volumes. The
Talmud is a central text of
Rabbinic Judaism and
covers law, faith, medicine,
magic, ethics, sex, humour
and prayer. It has been
banned and burnt,
provided guidance for both monarchists and
republicans, inspired artists and poets and been upheld
by Protestants and by Popes. Above all, the story of The
Talmud provides a fascinating insight into Jewish
history.

Freedman is a Jewish scholar who has published a
number of books including Encyclopedia of Modern
Jewish Culture and Gospels Veiled Agenda. He is a
contributor to the Jewish Chronicle, New Law Journal,
Jewish Quarterly and the Huffington Post.

Harry Freedman

Sarah Marder, Fred Plotkin 
and Ivan Scalfarotto
e Future of Italy

4pm / Christ Church: Blue Boar / £11
A filmmaker, expert on Italian
culture and an Italian politician
join forces to discuss the future
of Italy. Italy is a country of
dreams for many in the UK and
for millions of visitors from other parts of the world.
Its history, architecture, beauty and food promise a
more fulfilled life to the outsider. Many places, such as
Venice and Florence, are overwhelmed by visitors, so
just how much does tourism impact on Italy? And
what can be done to ensure that the country’s natural
and historical treasures remain intact for future
generations?

Sarah Marder is a corporate manager turned filmmaker
focused on sustainability. She is filming a feature-
length documentary, The Genius of a Place, about the
ancient town of Cortona’s attempts to promote
development without losing its way of life. Cortona
was catapulted to notoriety by Frances Mayes’s book
Under the Tuscan Sun and the subsequent film. Preview
extracts of the documentary will be shown during the
event. 

Fred Plotkin is one of America’s foremost experts on
opera and an expert on all things Italian. He has
written six renowned books on Italian cuisine, including
Recipes from Paradise: Life and Food on the Italian
Riviera and Italy for the Gourmet Traveler. 

Ivan Scalfarotto is a centre-left Italian politician and
activist, vice-president of the Democratic Party and a
member of the Italian parliament.

This event is part of the Italian Day. 

Italian Day

Ivan Scalfarotto
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Richard Parkinson

a Little Gay history: Desire and
Diversity across the World

4pm / Christ Church: Festival Room 1 / £11 
British Museum curator and egyptologist Richard
Parkinson examines a series of artefacts to see what
they tell us about love and sexuality in the ancient and
modern world. How old is the oldest chat-up line
between men, who was the first lesbian, and were
Greek men who had sex together necessarily gay?
Parkinson uses objects ranging from Egyptian Papyri
and the Roman Warren Cup to work by modern artists
including David Hockney and Bhupen Khakhar in his
search for answers.

Parkinson is professor of egyptology at the University
of Oxford and a curator in the Department of Ancient
Egypt and Sudan, British Museum.

Richard Parkinson

Christopher Butler 

Modernism VSI

5.15pm / Blackwell’s Marquee / Free
Welcome to a Very Short Introduction soapbox. A short
talk lasting 15 minutes from an expert in the field. The
talk is free and takes place in the Blackwell Marquee,
next to the Sheldonian Theatre.

English literature tutor Christopher Butler provides an
introduction to modernism across various aesthetic
and cultural fields. Is a tower block, an unmade bed, a
lavatory basin or a bicycle chained to a gate a work of
art? Why should a novel have a beginning, a middle, an
end, or even a story? Butler, tutor in English literature
and curator of pictures at Christ Church, Oxford, says
everything has been influenced by the legacy of
modernism.

Sponsored by 

Christopher Butler 

Sheldonian Theatre
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6pm / Sheldonian Theatre / £11-25
One of Britain’s greatest and best-loved travel writers
Jan Morris talks to poet and novelist Kevin Crossley-
Holland about her life and work and receives the
2014 Honorary Fellowship of the FT Weekend Oxford
Literary Festival. Morris is a historian, travel writer and
novelist best known for her Pax Britannica trilogy on
the history of the British Empire and for her travel
writing on cities, most notably Oxford, Venice, Trieste,
Hong Kong and New York. She famously accompanied
the first successful Everest expedition in 1953 and
was first to report the triumph, before going on to
write a series of acclaimed travel books. 

Morris wrote and lived under the name James Morris
in her early years before undergoing a change of
sexual role in the early 1970s. Alongside her many
travel books, she has also written a novel, Last Letters
from Hav, and her trilogy on the history of the British
Empire, Heaven’s Command: An Imperial Progress, Pax
Britannica: The Climax of Empire, and Farewell the
Trumpets: An Imperial Retreat. 

This event is the second in a series at which well-
known poet and author Kevin Crossley-Holland
speaks to an author of his choosing. Last year, he
spoke to the late poet Seamus Heaney and there will
be a third event in 2015. This occasion will also be
marked by the awarding of the 2014 Honorary
Fellowship of the Oxford Literary Festival to Jan
Morris, with a presentation of a special edition by the
Folio Society.

The previous recipients of the Fellowship have been
Philip Pullman (2013), William Boyd (2012), Kazuo
Ishiguro (2011), Dame Antonia Byatt (2010), and
Baroness P D James (2009).

In association with

Jan Morris talks to Kevin Crossley-holland

Jan Morris: Life and Work

Jan Morris

Festival honorary Fellowship – 2014

The Folio Society has published a special edition of
The Venetian Empire: A Sea Voyage.
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MUSIC AND WORDS WITH DAVID FREEMAN

Richard havers 
talks to David Freeman 
Verve: e Sound of america

6pm / Corpus Christi College / £11
Jazz consultant Richard Havers talks
to broadcaster David Freeman about
the history of Verve Records, the
label that changed the course of
modern music and brought the
sound of America to the world.
This event includes the playing of
some of the seminal music  from the
label. Verve signed virtually every major jazz artist of
the 1950s and 1960s, and its founder, Norman Granz,
organised highly influential racially integrated concerts
in the United States and around the world. Havers’
illustrated history of Verve marks the 70th anniversary
in 2014 of the first Jazz at the Philharmonic concert.

Havers is jazz consultant to the Universal Music Group
where he has produced box sets including Louis
Armstrong: Ambassador of Jazz and Ella Fitzgerald. His
books include Sinatra, Rolling With the Stones, and Tony
Visconti: Bowie, Bolan and the Boy from Brooklyn.

Richard Havers 

Jenny Lewis

taking Mesopotamia

6pm / Christ Church: Festival Room 2 / £11
Poet Jenny Lewis explores the Iraq War through a
mixture of diaries, witness statements and formal and
free verse. Lewis’s father, T C Lewis, was a casualty of
the World War I campaign in Mesopotamia – modern
day Iraq, Iran and Syria – and died later, aged 50, when
she was just a few months old. He joined the South
Wales Borderers in 1915 and served in Mesopotamia
until 1917 when he was wounded at Kut al Amara
while on a working party. Taking Mesopotamia links the
Iraq War to its roots in the World War I campaign.

Lewis is a poet, playwright and children’s author and
has had plays and poetry cycles performed at theatres
across the UK. She teaches poetry at the University of
Oxford. Lewis won a prestigious Hawthornden
Fellowship during which she translated extracts from
The Epic of Gilgamesh, one of Mesopotamia’s oldest
works of literature. 

Jenny Lewis
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Gioacchino Lanza tomasi 
talks to David Gilmour
Giuseppe tomasi di Lampedusa: 
a Biography rough Images

6pm / Christ Church: Blue Boar / £11
The great Italian novelist
Lampedusa’s cousin and heir
Gioacchino Lanza Tomasi provides
a unique insight into the people
and places that inspired the author
of The Leopard. Tomasi talks to Lampedusa’s
biographer, Sir David Gilmour, about his pictorial
biography of his cousin. A sense of time and place is
central to Lampedusa’s masterpiece, The Leopard, a
novel that captures traditional Sicilian society at a
time of great upheaval and transformation. Tomasi’s
biography includes a wealth of unpublished images
from Lampedusa’s private albums and from the family
archives.

Tomasi is professor of
music history at the
University of Palermo and
author of several books on
opera and major
composers. He is the
Italian editor of
Lampedusa’s works and
executor of his estate.
Gilmour is one of Britain’s
best-known historical
writers and biographers.
His biography of
Lampedusa, The Last Leopard, won the Marsh
Biography Award.

This event is part of the Italian Day.

Gioacchino Lanza Tomasi 

tobias hill and tim Pears
Chaired by Bill heine
War and its aftermath: two Novels

6pm / Christ Church: Festival Room 1 / £11
Two award-winning
novelists talk about their
approach to writing fiction
about World War II and its
aftermath. 

Tobias Hill’s novel, What
Was Promised, is set in
London in the aftermath
of war as children run wild
on bomb sites and adults
strive for better lives in a
country ravaged by the
effects of war. Tim Pears’
new work, In the Light of Morning,
is the story of three British
parachutists who drop into
Slovenia in May 1944 to help the
resistance in their fight against
the Axis forces. Relationships in
the group begin to fray and one
of them has to face up to his
deepest and most secret desires.

Hill was shortlisted for the
Sunday Times Young Writer of the
Year in 2004. His collection of
stories, Skin, won the Pen-
Macmillan Prize for Fiction and
What Was Promised is his fifth
novel. Pears is a graduate of the
National Film and Television
School. He is the author of eight
previous novels, including his first
novel, In the Place of Fallen Leaves,
winner of the Hawthornden Prize
for Literature and the Ruth Hadden
Memorial Award, and In a Land of Plenty, which has
been adapted for television. 

Discussions are chaired by BBC Radio Oxford
broadcaster Bill Heine.

Photo: M
ark Bassett

Tim Pears

Tobias Hill

Italian Day
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Michael Caines

Michael Caines

Literary Dinner – award of the
Jeremy Mogford Prize for Food &
Drink Writing

7.30pm / Gee’s Restaurant / £95
This dinner prepared by two-star Michelin chef Michael
Caines will be a celebration of Oxford Gastronomica’s
association with the festival. Guests will be joined by
leading figures from the culinary scene.

Caines is an original British chef whose flagship
restaurant Gidleigh Park, in Devon, has been voted
second only to Heston Blumenthal’s Fat Duck for the
last three years. He lost his right arm in a car accident
shortly after starting as head chef at Gidleigh Park in
1994 but was soon back at work, earning his second
Michelin star and gathering many awards and
accolades, including an MBE. His first book, Michael
Caines at Home, contains 100 recipes suitable for the
domestic kitchen taken from a lifetime of cooking.

Oxford Gastronomica is a specialist centre for the
study of food and drink based within the Oxford
School of Hospitality Management at Oxford Brookes
University. The dinner will also see the award of the
second annual £7,500 Jeremy Mogford Prize for Food
and Drink Writing.

In association with

S O L D  O U T

Don Sloan (Oxford Gastronomica), Jeremy Mogford, 
Emma Seaman (winner of the Mogford Prize 2013), 
with chef Atul Kochhar.
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anthony Wall

8pm / Corpus Christi Lecture Theatre / £12
Producer Anthony Wall introduces a preview version of
a new film made by Martin Scorsese and David
Tedeschi for the BBC Four arts programme, Arena, to
mark the 50th anniversary of the New York Review of
Books. 

The Review distinguished itself immediately with its
inaugural issue 50 years ago that included some of the
most illustrious writers and thinkers of their time:
Norman Mailer, Gore Vidal, Susan Sontag, William
Styron, W H Auden, Mary McCarthy and many others
who would go on to do some of their best
work within its pages.

Sponsored by

arena: e New york Review of Books 

Anthony Wall

This special film for BBC Four tells the story of the
shared spirit of inspiration that brought the first issue
to press. From Elizabeth Hardwick writing The Decline
of Book Reviewing for Harper’s magazine, which argued
that a new kind of literary journal – passionate,
engaged, truly literary – was needed, to the impromptu
dinner party that brought Hardwick and her husband
Robert Lowell to the table of their neighbours, book

editors Jason and
Barbara Epstein, who
saw that a New York
City newspaper strike
had given them a
golden opportunity to
launch the publication
of their dreams. 

Anthony Wall, Executive
Producer for Arena, will
introduce the film which
is a work in progress.

The film is between 75
and 90 mins long.

This event lasts 90 minutes.




