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Ali Allawi 
talks to Bidisha
Faisal I of Iraq

10am / Corpus Christi College / £11
Researcher and former government minister Ali Allawi
explains why King Faisal I of Iraq was such a seminal
figure in the making of the modern Middle East and
why his impact is still felt today, 80 years after his
death. Faisal organised the Arab Revolt against the
Ottoman Empire with the help of Lawrence of Arabia,
represented the Arab cause at the 1919 Paris Peace
Conference and was the king of the first independent
state of Syria and first king of Iraq. Allawi gives the first
full account of his dramatic life and assesses his impact
on the Middle East.

Allawi is a research professor at the University of
Singapore and a former civilian minister of defence and
minister of finance in the post-war Iraq government.
He was recently named the world’s fourth top thinker
by Prospect magazine.

Here he talks to critic, journalist and broadcaster
Bidisha.

Ali Allawi 

Carolyne Larrington and 
Diane Purkiss
Magical Tales: Wolves and Volumes

10am / Bodleian: Convocation House / £11
Carolyne Larrington and Diane Purkiss talk about
Magical Tales, the book accompanying last summer’s
record-breaking Bodleian exhibition, Magical Books:
From the Middle Ages to Middle Earth. Hear how the
medieval literature studied in Oxford by some of the
world’s best-loved children’s authors inspired magical
landscapes and mythic beings in their fiction. The
wolves of winter; the ancient book holding hidden
secrets, and medieval traditions continue to delight
and enthral.

Larrington is a supernumerary fellow and tutor in
Medieval English at St John’s College, Oxford. Diane
Purkiss is fellow and tutor in English at Keble College,
Oxford.

Supported by 

Ian and Carol Sellars

Carolyne Larrington              Diane Purkiss

Bodleian Libraries
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  OX F O R D

Festival Cultural Partner

Presented by

In association with
FELICITY BRYAN

ASSOCIATES
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Michael scott

Delphi: A history of the Centre of
the Ancient World
10am / Christ Church: Blue Boar / £11
Historian and broadcaster Professor Michael Scott
explains why Delphi was one of the most important
places in the ancient world. He describes the founding
of the sanctuary of the Greek god Apollo at Delphi and
its modern rediscovery, how it became a contested
religious site for the Greeks and Romans and a
storehouse of treasures for rival city states, and how it
eventually declined. And for modern visitors he
outlines the key things to see and some of the little-
known treasures.

Scott is assistant professor of classics and ancient
history at the University of Warwick. He has presented
a number of ancient history documentaries for
National Geographic, the History Channel, Nova and
the BBC.

Michael Scott

Box Office 0870 343 1001 • www.oxfordliteraryfestival.org

David Constantine, Brian Aldiss and
stuart evers. Chaired by ra Page
Morphologies: short story Writers on
short story Writers
10am / Bodleian: Divinity School / £11

What makes for a good
short story? Being short,
you might think the
story's structure would
yield an answer to this
question more readily
than, say, the novel. But
for as long as the short
story has been around,
arguments have raged as
to what it should and
shouldn't be made up of,
what it should and should
not do. 

Join award-winning
authors David
Constantine, Brian Aldiss
and Stuart Evers as they
analyse the works of DH
Lawrence, Thomas Hardy
and Sherwood Anderson,
and discuss their
contributions to
Morphologies, a new
collection of essays by
leading contemporary
short story writers on past masters of the form. The
event will be chaired by the book’s editor and founder
of Comma Press, Ra Page

Sponsored by

David Constantine Stuart Evers

Brian Aldiss

Bodleian Libraries
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  OX F O R D

Festival Cultural Partner
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simon stokes
Blake Lapthorn – 
Lawyers to the Festival Present 
Authors, self-publishing and eBooks:
Promises and Pitfalls
10am / Christ Church: Festival Room 1 / £6
The UK publishing industry is being transformed by
eBooks. Authors now have a choice to publish through
a traditional publisher or self-publish via a range of
channels. This workshop will explore the legal issues
facing authors wanting to publish eBooks, from the
creation of their works onwards, with practical advice
on what to look out for in publishing contracts, how to
avoid expensive libel law suits, what steps to take to
protect and preserve your copyrights and other
intellectual property assets, and how to ensure you get
the royalties you are entitled to. The focus will be on
digital publishing, whether you have an existing
publisher or want to self-publish. The workshop will be
led by partner Simon Stokes, of Blake Lapthorn’s
publishing team.

Stokes is a publishing partner with Blake Lapthorn and
has been advising authors and publishers for over 20
years. He is the author of several books including
Digital Copyright Law & Practice (4th edition 2014). The
UK legal directories recommend him for his expertise
in copyright, technology and publishing law. Simon is
also a trustee of charitable publisher SPCK, one of the
UK’s oldest publishers, founded in 1698. 

Sponsored by Blake Lapthorn, lawyers to the festival

Simon Stokes

Lucy newlyn

William and Dorothy Wordsworth:
All in each Other
10am / Christ Church: Festival Room 2 / £11
Brother and sister William and Dorothy Wordsworth
enjoyed a close collaboration for almost 50 years, so
much so that it even led to rumours of incest.
Professor Lucy Newlyn says their cohabitation was
more the expression of a deep emotional need that
arose out of their family history. The two were parted
on the death of their mother and grew up separately,
only being reunited on the death of their father.
Newlyn argues that their work was partly about re-
building their family and re-claiming their communal
identity. 

Newlyn is professor of English language and literature
at the University of Oxford and has published widely
on English romantic literature. Reading Writing and
Romanticism: The Anxiety of Reception won the British
Academy’s Rose Mary Crawshay prize.

Lucy Newlyn
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sebastian Barry  
talks to Joan Bakewell
e Temporary Gentleman

12 noon / Corpus Christi College / £11

Multi-award-winning Irish novelist Sebastian Barry
talks to journalist and television presenter Dame
Bakewell about his latest book, The Temporary
Gentleman. It follows the life of Jack McNulty, brother
of Eneas and Tom, who finds himself washed up in
Accra at the end of the Second World War. The novel is
a portrait of his life, his demons and his lost love, and
of his bid for freedom from the realities of his past.

Barry’s novels and plays
have won the Kerry Group
Irish Fiction Prize, the
Costa Book of the Year
award, the Irish Book
Awards Best Novel, the
Independent Booksellers
Prize and the James Tait
Black Memorial Prize. Two
consecutive novels, A Long
Long Way and The Secret
Scripture, were shortlisted
for the MAN Booker Prize.

Joan Bakewell is a journalist, television presenter,
Labour Party peer and president of Birkbeck, University
of London. She is well known as the presenter of many
BBC programmes, particularly the documentary and
discussion series Heart of the Matter. She has written
an autobiography, The Centre of the Bed, and a novel,
All The Nice Girls.

hanneke Grootenboer and 
Barrie Juniper 
e Tradescants’ Orchard and the still
Life Tradition
12 noon / Bodleian: Convocation House / £11
Mysterious as the history of the botanical manuscript
Tradescants’ Orchard may be, it is deeply embedded in
the long, artistic tradition that links the visual arts with
the natural sciences, as well as the rich tradition of still
life painting. The fruit paintings share characteristics
with Dutch and Flemish still life paintings, in particular
the role that insects and amphibians play in such
compositions, but was its maker directly influenced by
such images?  Hanneke Grootenboer and Barrie
Juniper, joint authors of The Tradescants’ Orchard: The
Mystery of a Seventeenth-Century Painted Fruit Book,
discuss the various links between this fascinating
manuscript, the visual arts and natural science.

Juniper is emeritus reader in plant sciences at the
University of Oxford and Grootenboer is a lecturer in
the history of art at the University of Oxford.

Sponsored by

Hanneke Grootenboer          Barrie Juniper 

Sebastian Barry 

Bodleian Libraries
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  OX F O R D

Festival Cultural Partner

Presented by



WeDnesDAy 
MArCh 201426

114

Fred Plotkin

richard strauss – 150th Anniversary

12 noon / Bodleian: Divinity School / £11 
This year is the 150th anniversary of the birth of
Richard Strauss, one of the most important opera
composers of all. He was both a radical and a
conservative, dependent on whom you speak with. In
his lifetime (1864-1949) were the Franco-Prussian War,
the rise of Germany, and the First and Second World
Wars. His music was both a reflection and a rejection
of the outside world. He lived in a time of falling
empires, the rise of Freudian thinking – from gilt to
guilt. There are food elements too in operas such as
Elektra (bad food), Der Rosenkavalier, Arabella. He is a
big hitter and a divisive one, and 2014 is his year.

Fred Plotkin is one of America’s foremost experts on
opera and has distinguished himself in many fields as a
writer, speaker, consultant and as a compelling teacher.
He is an expert on everything Italian, the person other
so-called Italy experts turn to for definitive
information.  Plotkin discovered the concept of ‘The
Renaissance Man’ as a small child and has devoted
himself to pursuing that ideal as the central role of his
life. His book, Opera 101: A Complete Guide to Learning
and Loving Opera is the best-selling standard text in
America on the art form.  He has also written six books
on Italian cuisine, including the renowned Italy for the
Gourmet Traveller, the sixth edition of which will be
published in March 2014.This session forms part of a
series presented by Oxford Gastronomica, Oxford
Brookes University’s centre for food and cultural
studies. 

Presented by 

Mike Carson

e Manager: Inside the Minds 
of Football’s Leaders
12 noon / Christ Church: Blue Boar / £11
Leadership expert and football fan Mike Carson brings
together the thoughts of some of the greatest football
managers in the modern game including Sir Alex
Ferguson, Roy Hodgson and Carlo Ancelotti in a session
that will appeal to those interested in leadership and
football alike. How do the great football leaders
manage outrageous talent, how do they inspire loyalty,
and how do they manage to sustain success or turn
around a team in crisis?

Carson’s book features chapters based on interviews
with some of today’s leading managers including
Ferguson, Hodgson and Ancelotti, as well as Arsène
Wenger, José Mourinho and Harry Redknapp. Carson is
a founding director of Aberkyn Change Leadership
Partners, where he works with the leaders of large,
multi-national organisations to enable
transformational change amongst their people. This
event is part of a series on leadership at this year’s
festival.

Sponsored by

Mike Carson

L E A D E R S H I P  P RO G R A M M E

Bodleian Libraries
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  OX F O R D

Festival Cultural Partner

Fred Plotkin
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ewan Clayton

e Golden read: e story of
Writing
12 noon / Christ Church: Festival Room 2 / £11
Distinguished calligrapher Professor Ewan Clayton tells
the story of the written word from the first
representative shapes used by the ancient Egyptians to
the drop-down menus on a Macbook Pro. Clayton
explores each step in the progress of writing and its
social and cultural impact on the age, covering the
invention of the alphabet, the replacement of Papyrus
with the codex in the late Roman period, the
perfection of printing and its industrialisation, and the
impact of digital. And he asks the fundamental
question: ‘What does it mean to be literate in the 21st
century?’

Clayton is professor in the Faculty of Arts, Design and
Media at the University of Sunderland. He has
exhibited and taught calligraphy across the world. 

Ewan Clayton

Photo: Roger Bam
ber

MUSIC AND WORDS WITH DAVID FREEMAN

Christopher howse 
talks to David Freeman
e Train in spain: Destination –
seven spanish songs
12 noon / Christ Church: Festival Room 1 / £11
Music in Spain is as
surprising as its varied
landscape, from gypsy song
in the wilds of Extremadura
to a Baroque guitar classic
of dusty Zaragoza that
inspired Rodrigo’s Fantasía.

The bestselling author
Christopher Howse has just
completed a 3,000-mile
railway journey round the
Spanish interior. In The Train
in Spain, he describes the
highlights of the experience, from the top of the
Pyrenees – through the Spaghetti Western deserts of
the south, to the ancient hilltop city of Cuenca and
beyond. On the way he meets troglodytes, visits a city
ruined by an earthquake, runs into a dancing lion,
stumbles across a body-snatching plot and,
everywhere, listens to the music. 

Broadcaster David Freeman joins him to take the slow
train and choose seven of the best musical numbers on
the way.

Christopher Howse 
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Catriona Kelly

russian Literature: 
A Very short Introduction
1.15pm / Blackwell’s Marquee / Free 
Welcome to a Very Short Introduction soapbox. A short
talk lasting 15 minutes from an expert in the field. The
talk is free and takes place in the Blackwell Marquee,
next to the Sheldonian Theatre.

Expert in Russian culture and literature Professor
Catriona Kelly looks at what shaped the creation of a
national Russian literature, how Pushkin, the ‘Russian
Shakespeare’, influenced every Russian writer who
came after him, and how Russian writers have been
interpreted both inside and outside the country.

Sponsored by 

Catriona Kelly

Pedro Ferreira

e Perfect eory: A Century of
Geniuses and the Battle over General
relativity
12 noon / Oxford Martin School: 
Seminar Room / £11
Astrophysics expert Professor Pedro Ferreira offers a
popular history of Einstein’s General Theory of
Relativity. He outlines the sheer magnificence of its
discovery and lays bare the infighting that the theory
sparked across a whole century. Einstein’s theory was
met with both enthusiasm and tremendous resistance
when it was first published in 1915. Anything that
involves gravity can be explained by it. Ferreira
describes the battles, feuds and vendettas surrounding
the theory, how it is entangled with the flashpoints of
history, and how it has informed our understanding of
what the Universe is made of. 

Ferreira is professor of astrophysics at the University of
Oxford and has spent more than 25 years working at
the frontline of general relativity and cosmology
research.

In association with 

Pedro Ferreira

Festival Ideas Partner
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John Julius norwich 
talks to Paul Blezard 
Darling Monster: Lady Diana
Cooper’s Letters to her son
2pm / Corpus Christi College / £11
Writer and television presenter Viscount Norwich talks
to Paul Blezard about his mother, the aristocrat, society
darling and actress of stage and early screen, Lady
Diana Cooper. John Julius Norwich is the only son of
Lady Diana and the politician Duff Cooper, who
became the golden couple of their age. He has edited
and written an introduction to a collection of letters to
him from his mother. The letters are a portrait of a
dramatic time in history including the Blitz, life in the
Far East before Pearl Harbour and post-liberation Paris,
and a touching record of a love between a mother and
a son separated by war and the constraints of the time
they lived in.

Norwich is author of histories of Norman Sicily, Venice,
the Byzantine Empire and The Popes. He has written
on architecture, music and Shakespeare and presented
30 historical documentaries on television.

Sponsored by

Kirsty Wark
talks to Bidisha
e Legacy of elizabeth Pringle

2pm / Bodleian: Divinity School / £11

One of Britain’s best known journalists and
broadcasters Kirsty Wark talks to critic, journalist and
broadcaster Bidisha about her debut novel, The Legacy
of Elizabeth Pringle. As if on a whim, the 95-year-old
Elizabeth Pringle bequeaths her Arran island home,
Homelea, to a woman she saw pushing a pram down
the road 30 years earlier. That young mother, Anna,
had pushed a letter through Elizabeth’s letter box
asking to buy the home but Elizabeth did not pursue it.
Anna, however, is now in a home with dementia and it
is her daughter Martha, the baby in the pram, that
takes up the inheritance. Martha, an unfulfilled
journalist bruised by a bad relationship and struggling
to cope with her mother’s illness, discovers that
Elizabeth’s legacy and her own future are more
connected than she thought.

Wark is an experienced and award-winning journalist.
She presents a variety of BBC programmes including
Newsnight and The Review Show. Her own family’s
connection to Arran goes back many years.

John Julius Norwich 

Photo: C
am

illa Panufnik

Kirsty Wark 

Bodleian Libraries
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  OX F O R D

Festival Cultural Partner

In association with
FELICITY BRYAN

ASSOCIATES
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Jacqueline yallop
talks to Jem Poster
Marlford

2pm / Christ Church: Festival Room 2 / £11
Novelist Jacqueline
Yallop talks to fellow
writer Jem Poster
about her latest novel,
Marlford. Marlford is
the local village
founded by Ellie
Barton’s grandfather.
Ellie has spent her life
living in a dilapidated
manor house in the
village with her elderly
father, and is often
reminded of her duty
to her aristocratic
lineage. Marlford, however, is a village in decline.
Subsidence from old salt mines is destroying buildings,
books in the library are mouldering and old loyalties
are shifting. When two idealistic young men squat in
the closed wing of the house, they reveal to Ellie a
world much wider than Marlford. 

Yallop has worked as the curator of the Ruskin
Collection in Sheffield and now teaches on the creative
writing course at Aberystwyth University. She is author
of two other novels, Kissing Alice and Obedience. 

Jacqueline Yallop 

Oliver James

e school of Life: 
how to Develop emotional health
2pm / Christ Church: Blue Boar / £11
Broadcaster and bestselling author of They F*** You Up
Oliver James outlines the five key elements for good
emotional health. James argues that rather than
seeking to be happy, something that means different
things to different people, we should cultivate our
emotional health. The five key elements for that are
insightfulness, a strong sense of self, fluid relationships,
authenticity and playfulness in our approach to life, he
says. James offers strategies for optimising each of
these elements in our daily lives.

James trained and practised as a child clinical
psychologist. Since 1988 he has worked as a writer,
journalist and broadcaster.

Oliver James
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John Lennox and stephen Law

Designed by God?

2pm / Oxford Martin School: 
Lecture Theatre / £11
Does observation of the
universe provide us with
evidence for, or against, the
existence of God? Is there
evidence of cosmic design?
Might there be evidence
against the existence of the
Judeo-Christian God? These
and other fascinating
questions concerning God,
design and our ultimate
purpose are discussed by a
Christian professor of
mathematics and an atheist
philosopher.

Professor John Lennox is
professor of mathematics at
Oxford University and a
fellow in mathematics and the
philosophy of science at Green
Templeton College, Oxford. He is also interested in the
interface of science, philosophy and theology and his
recent books in this area include Gunning for God,
Seven Days that Divide the World, God and Stephen
Hawking and God’s Undertaker: Has Science Buried
God? He has participated in a number of debates with
high-profile atheists including Richard Dawkins and
Christopher Hitchens.

Stephen Law is senior lecturer in philosophy at
Heythrop College, University of London. He is also a
well-known atheist and humanist writer and blogger,
as well as the author of many popular philosophy
books including The Philosophy Gym, The Great
Philosophers and, for children, The Complete Philosophy
Files. He has debated a number of Christian apologists
including William Lane Craig. 

Presented by 

John Lennox 

Stephen Law

Gabriel hemery and 
sarah simblet
e new sylva: Forest and Orchard
Trees for the 21st Century
2pm / Christ Church: Festival Room 1 / £11
It is 350 years since
John Evelyn created the
first comprehensive
study of British
woodland, his landmark
work Sylva. Silvologist –
forest scientist – Dr
Gabriel Hemery and
artist Dr Sarah Simblet
explain how they have
created a contemporary
version. Illustrated with
Simblet’s breathtaking
artwork, The New Sylva examines British woodland
today, profiling all the important species of tree that
populate our landscape. Hemery and Simblet discuss
the project, its history, and the state of British
woodland today – bringing it to life with extraordinary
drawings.

Hemery is co-founder and chief executive of the Sylva
Foundation and has played a leading role in
campaigning to save England’s public forests. Simblet is
an artist, writer and broadcaster with an international
reputation in the fields of drawing, human anatomy
and botany.

Sponsored by

Sarah Simblet

Photo: G
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Festival Ideas Partner
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rupert Christiansen 
talks to David Freeman
e Faber Pocket Guide to Opera

4pm / Corpus Christi College / £11
Author and leading opera critic Rupert Christiansen
talks to broadcaster David Freeman about his handy
guide to opera, interspersed by excerpts from some of
his favourite recordings. 

Christiansen is opera critic of
the Daily Telegraph and a
member of the editorial board
ofOpera magazine. His
pocket guide to opera
contains entries for more
than 100 works, both well
known and lesser known. He
recommends recordings and
provides a straightforward
guide to appreciating opera.

Christiansen is author of several books including Prima
Donna, Romantic Affinities, Paris Babylon, The Visitors
and Arthur Hugh Clough, and is a fellow of the Royal
Society of Literature. 

Oxford Centre for Islamic studies 
new Building Tours
2pm / 2.30pm / 3pm / Oxford Centre for Islamic
Studies / Free
Tours, lasting 30 minutes, take place daily between
Tuesday, March 25, and Saturday, March 29, at 2pm,
2.30pm and 3pm, at the Oxford Centre for Islamic
Studies, Marston Road, Oxford. See page 87 for full
details.

Note: Tickets are free but must be booked either
online or through the festival box office.

Presented by the Oxford Centre for Islamic Studies

Part-time study, 2014 – 2016

This prestigious, part-time Master’s programme will help you develop high-level skills in 
a wide range of literary genres, with the opportunity to specialise in your chosen �eld 
in the second year. All tutors and lecturers are established literary professionals and 
academics. The programme has been designed to be accessible to those in employment 
and to international students. It is taught over two years in short, intensive study blocks at 
beautiful Madingley Hall near Cambridge. Apply by 1 April to begin study in October 2014.

+44 (0)1223 746223     
pg-awards@ice.cam.ac.uk
www.ice.cam.ac.uk/litfest

Master of Studies (MSt) in Creative Writing
Institute of Continuing Education
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simon Blackburn

Mirror, Mirror: 
e Uses and Abuses of self-Love
4pm / Christ Church: Blue Boar / £11
Narcissism, vanity, pride and self-esteem are more
complex than they might appear and have good and
bad sides, says philosophy teacher and bestselling
writer Simon Blackburn. He draws on philosophy,
psychology, literature, history and popular culture to
examine self-love, from the myth of Narcissus to
today’s industry in self-esteem. Blackburn looks at
what many of the great thinkers, including Aristotle,
Cicero, Adam Smith, Kant and Iris Murdoch, have said
about self-love, and he considers some of today’s
manifestations of self-love such as the ‘selfie’, plastic
surgery and the overconfidence of Tony Blair and
George W Bush.

Blackburn taught philosophy at the University of
Oxford, University of North Carolina and University of
Cambridge. He is author of bestselling philosophy
books including Think, Being Good, Lust and Truth.

Simon Blackburn

Catriona Kelly

st Petersburg: shadows of the Past

4pm / Christ Church: Festival Room 2 / £11
Expert in Russian culture and literature Professor
Catriona Kelly uses oral history, personal 
observation, literary and artistic texts, and archive
materials to paint a picture of a fragile, gritty and 
vital St Petersburg. Kelly, who lives in Oxford and 
St Petersburg, explains how a creative engagement
with the past has always been a fundamental part of
life for the residents of this great city. She explains the
feelings of anxiety and pride present both in socialist
Leningrad and in today’s St Petersburg. And she paints
a picture of the city that encompasses its glamorous
centre and promenades, and its rubbish dumps and
grimy suburbs.

Kelly is professor of Russian at the University of Oxford
and author of many books about Russian literature and
culture including Children’s World: Growing Up in Russia
1890-1991.

Catriona Kelly

Photo: Sasha Snow

Supported by 

Ian and Carol Sellars
In association with

FELICITY BRYAN
ASSOCIATES
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Graham Farmelo and Phillip Ball
Chaired by nicolette Jones
science and War: 
Working for Churchill and hitler
4pm / Oxford Martin School: 
Lecture Theatre / £11
Two award-winning writers explore the ethical
dilemmas faced by scientists working for countries at
war. Graham Farmelo and Phillip Ball have both
published new works that respectively look at how
scientists worked for Churchill and Hitler on the
nuclear bomb.

Farmelo’s Churchill’s Bomb: A Hidden History of Science
War and Politics takes a fresh view of Churchill’s
pioneering role in the age of nuclear science. He shows
how British physicists first demonstrated that the
bomb was a practical possibility in 1940 but that
Churchill, on the advice of the controversial scientist,
Frederick Lindemann, allowed leadership to pass to the
Americans. Ball’s Serving the Reich: The Struggle for the
Soul of Physics under Hitler explains how some leading
scientists continued to work for Hitler. Some
eventually left Germany and others later maintained
that they had deliberately delayed production of an
atomic bomb.

Farmelo is a by-fellow of Churchill College, Cambridge.
His biography of Paul Dirac, The Strangest Man, won
the 2009 Costa Biography Award and the 2010 Los
Angeles Times Science Book Prize. Ball is a writer and
former editor for physical sciences at Nature. His books
include H2O: A Biography of Water; Critical Mass, winner
of the 2005 Aventis Prize for Science Books; and The
Music Instinct. 

Jonathan herring

Family Law: A Very short
Introduction
5.15pm / Blackwell's Marquee / Free 
Welcome to a Very Short Introduction soapbox. A short
talk lasting 15 minutes from an expert in the field. The
talk is free and takes place in the Blackwell's Marquee.

Law lecturer Jonathan Herring asks: what is a family;
what makes someone a parent; and what rights should
children have? He examines how laws have had to
change in line with social changes such as the rise in
divorce rates and arrival of surrogate mothers and
explains how the family courts often struggle to keep
up with change. Herring is a fellow in law at Exeter
College, Oxford.

Sponsored by 

Jonathan Herring

Graham Farmelo Phillip Ball

Festival Ideas Partner
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hanif Kureishi
talks to David Freeman
e Last Word

6pm / Corpus Christi College / £11
One of the great modern
British writers Hanif
Kureishi talks about his
new novel, The Last Word,
an outrageous and funny
tale of sex, lies, art and of
what defines a life. A
young writer, Harry, is
commissioned to write the
biography of fading and
ageing Indian-born writer,
Mamoon, in an effort to
revitalise the writer’s
career and bank balance.
Harry admires Mamoon
and wants to uncover the truth of the artist’s life. His
publisher wants a story of sex and scandal to generate
headlines. Mamoon, however, is after a different kind of
truth altogether. The struggle between them raises
questions of love and desire, loyalty and betrayal, and
the frailty of age versus the recklessness of youth.

Kuresihi is a playwright, novelist, screenwriter and
filmmaker. His The Buddha of Suburbia won the
Whitbread Prize for Best First Novel and his plays,
Outskirts and Borderline won the George Devine Award.
He won an Oscar nomination for best screenplay for
My Beautiful Launderette.

Hanif Kureishi

Photo: K
ier Kureishi

Frederick Muller 
talks to ross King
Don’t Look now: Film screening and
A Look Behind the scenes
6pm / Christ Church: Blue Boar / £11
Nicolas Roeg’s 1973 film Don’t Look Now is
consistently near the top of lists of the best films of all
time. In 2011, in Time Out a panel of writers, actors
and directors voted it the greatest British film ever
made. To mark the 40th anniversary of its European
release, Frederick Muller, owner of Eldorado Films, the
film’s Italian co-producer talks to writer Ross King
about the making of the film, followed by a screening
of Don’t Look Now. 

Muller was responsible for arranging all of the locations
in Venice, and for finding, among other things, the
dwarf and the red coat. He will give a behind-the-
scenes look at the making of Don’t Look Now, from
casting and budgets to the famous love scene.

This event will last two hours 40 minutes.

Frederick Muller 
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nick hunt

Walking the Woods and the Water: In
the Footsteps of Patrick Leigh Fermor 
6pm / Christ Church: Festival Room 2 / £11
Writer Nick Hunt spent
seven months walking
through Holland, Germany,
Austria, Hungary, Romania,
Bulgaria and Turkey in the
footsteps of the 18-year-
old Patrick Leigh Fermor.
The journey from the Hook
of Holland to
Constantinople made by
the late Leigh Fermor in
1933 was remembered in a
series of travel books, A
Time of Gifts, Between the
Woods and the Water, and The Broken Road. Hunt
discovers what remains of the hospitality, kindness to
strangers, freedom, wilderness, adventure and
mysterious that Leigh Fermor encountered on his way. 

Hunt studied English literature and creative writing at
the University of East Anglia and has worked as a
journalist, teacher, and
storyteller.

Patience Agbabi and 
Mark Watson
Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales: 
Why Does it still resonate?
6pm / Christ Church: Festival Room 1 / £11
It is 650 years since Chaucer’s
Canterbury Tales was first
written, so how does it
manage to still resonate with
us? This session sets out to
find out why. Canterbury
Laureate 2009-2010 and
Oxford Brookes University
writing fellow Patience Agbabi
performs from her new
collection, Telling Tales, an
inspired 21st-century remix of
all the stories. Like Chaucer’s
original competition, Telling
Tales is a one-round poetry
slam and the reader decides
who wins. Agbabi is joined by
novelist, award-winning
comedian and broadcaster
Mark Watson. Watson has
published four novels and was
recently winner of Celebrity Mastermind, with the
specialist subject of Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales. 

Presented by the Department of English and Modern
Languages at Oxford Brookes University.

Patience Agbabi 

Mark Watson

Festival Choral evensong
6.30pm / Christ Church: Cathedral / Free
This service combines music from the Anglican choral
tradition sung by the Cathedral Choir, Bibilical readings
and the liturgy of the Book of Common Prayer.

All are welcome to attend this act of worship lasting
approximately 45 minutes, and there is no charge for
admission.

Presented by Christ Church Cathedral

S O L D  O U T
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7pm / Sheldonian Theatre / £11-£25
Renowned novelist Philip Pullman discusses his life
and musical loves with author and broadcaster Paul
Blezard. Members of the outstanding Orchestra of St
John, conducted by John Lubbock, will perform
Pullman’s favourite pieces.

Pullman is author of the multi-award-winning His
Dark Materials trilogy, the first volume of which was
turned into the Hollywood movie, The Golden
Compass, starring Nicole Kidman and Daniel Craig.
He is a winner of the Carnegie Medal, Guardian
Children’s Book Award and Whitbread Book of the
Year, and has published nearly 20 books. Pullman has
written mostly for children, and his other work
includes a series featuring Victorian adventurer Sally
Lockhart that opens with Ruby in the Smoke. He holds
the Honorary Fellowship of the Oxford Literary
Festival.

Lubbock is the founder and conductor of the
Orchestra of St John. The orchestra’s aim is to bring
together outstanding musicians who share an ethos
of bringing music to people of all ages and from all
walks of life. It has performed with world-famous
soloists such as Dame Felicity Lott, Sir James Galway,
Yuri Bashmet, Tasmin Little and Stephen Isserlis.
Alongside its public performances, the orchestra gives
around 40 concerts a year to autistic children and
others with learning difficulties through the charity,
Music for Autism, founded by Lubbock following the
birth of his own autistic son. 

This event lasts one hour 40 minutes including a 
20-minute break.

Philip Pullman and John Lubbock talk to Paul Blezard

A Life’s Memories to the Music of the Orchestra of st John

Philip Pullman 

John Lubbock

Supported by 

Sir Martin Smith and 
Dr Elise Becket Smith

Photo: Eddie G
allacher
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Reception 6.30pm, dinner 7.15pm / University
College / £120
Join Madhur Jaffrey, acclaimed actor, food writer and
author for her 80th birthday party. The evening will be
a celebration of Jaffrey’s immense contribution to
British culture. In the stunning setting of University
College, guests will enjoy a champagne reception
before moving into the gothic-style dining hall,
undoubtedly one of the most impressive in Oxford, for
a three-course dinner prepared by Michelin-starred
chef Atul Kochhar. The evening will be hosted by
comedian, food-writer and broadcaster Hardeep 
Singh Kohli.

Before dinner is served, Jaffrey will deliver a speech, in
which she will reflect upon her childhood in India, and
her fascinating and diverse career. 

Jaffrey was born in Delhi and won a scholarship to the
Royal Academy of Dramatic Art in London following a
performance in Tennessee Williams’s Auto-da-Fe. From
there her career took off. She appeared in various BBC
TV and radio plays and enjoyed a spell in New York
before her big success in Shakespeare Wallah.She went
on to star in further Merchant Ivory films and to win
accolades for theatre performances on Broadway and
in the West End, and continues to appear in movies
and TV films today. She has also carved out a second
career as a food writer and broadcaster and is regarded
as a world authority on Indian cuisine. She has
published many cookery books and a memoir Climbing
the Mango Trees: A Memoir of a Childhood in India.

Atul Kochhar, who will prepare dinner, has changed the
way that people perceive and experience Indian
cuisine. He draws inspiration from his Indian heritage
and his love of British ingredients to create truly
distinctive modern Indian cuisine. At Benares, his
renowned restaurant in Berkeley Square, he has held a
Michelin star for eight years. 

This event is one of a series organised by Oxford
Gastronomica, Oxford Brookes University’s centre for
food and cultural studies, of which Madhur Jaffrey is a
founding patron.

Presented by 

Madhur Jaffrey, Atul Kochhar and hardeep singh Kohli

Madhur Jaffrey: 80th Birthday Party

Madhur Jaffrey

Hardeep Singh KohliAtul Kochhar 

Photo: Eddie G
allacher

This event is part of India Day at the
festival, presented by Kolkata Literary
Meet. The FT Weekend Oxford Literary
Festival will present an Oxford Day at
the 2015 Kolkata Literary Meet.




